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PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 11, 1849. 

Terms.—Four Doxiars per annum, in advance, 
or if remitted before the expiration of the first month 
after the commencement of a volume ;—votherwise Five 
Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to 
one address upon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 
seven copies upon the receipt of ‘Twenty Dollars. | 

Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 
current bills, of sound banks, in any of the Slates, 
will be accepted in payment. 
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National Affnirs. 


Rares or Posrace.—The rates of postage, as 
modified by the Act of Congress of 3rd instant, 
and under the late Treaty concluded with Great 
Britain, are thus authentically stated at the Post 
Office in Washington : 

The inland postage for three hundred miles 
and under is ten cents an ounce; for a half ounce 
and less it is five cents. 

The inland postage for greater distances than | 
three hundred miles is twenty cents an ounce ;_ 
ten cents for a half ounce and under. 

The whole postage by the British or American 
mail steamers, from or to Great Britain or Ire- | 
land, is forty-eight cents an ounce; twenty-four 
cents for a single half ounce or less. 

The United States inland postage, whatever | 
may be the distance, on letters sent by the Bri-| 
tish steamers to foreign countries, other than | 
Great Britain or Ireland, is ten cents an ounce ; 
five cents the single half ounce. 

The postage, by the American steamers, to | 
foreign countries, other than Great Britain and | 
Ireland, on letters to be sent through the British | 
mail, is forty-two cents an ounce; twenty-one | 
cents the single half ounce. 

To and by Bremen, from the port, and the re-| 
verse, forty-eight cents an ounce; twenty-four 
cents the single half ounce. The inland postage | 
to be added. 

To and from Havana twenty-five cents an | 
ounce ; twelve and a half cents single. 

To and from Chagres forty ceuts an ounce;' 
twenty cents single. | 

To and from Panama sixty cents an ounce 5 | 
thirty cents single. 

To and from other places on the Pacific, eigh- | 
ty cents an ounce ; forty cents single. | 

To and from the West Indies (except Havana) | 
and islands in the Gulf of Mexico, twenty cents ; | 
ten cents single, with inland postage. | 

Any fractional excess over an ounce,is always 
to be regarded as an ounce. 

The above postage may be prepaid or not, at’ 
the option of the sender, except to foreign coun- | 
tries, other than Great Britain or Ireland ; and | 
Where the letters pass through the Bremen post) 
office, in most cases, the whole postage may be | 
prepaid, or they: may go unpaid.—(See Table 1, | 
Exhibit D, Senate Document, Executive No. 25, . 
JUth Congress, 2d session. ) 

A postage of six cents is charged on letters and | 
packets brought into the United States in any | 
private ship or vessel, or carried from one port 
therein to another, if they are to be delivered at 
the post office where the same shall arrive, and | 
two cents are added to the rates of postage if | 
destined to be conveyed by post; and postmasters | 





| 





‘greater distance. 
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(private) ship or vessel] beyond sea, or from any 
port to another in the United States. 

One cent is to be added to the rate of each 
way letter. Way letters are those brought to a 
post office by the post riders, and other carriers 
of the mail, whose duty it is to receive them, 
when presented more than one mile from a post 
office. 

There is charged upon letters and other mat- 
ter delivered from steamboats, except newspa- 
pers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, the 


same rates as if they had been transmitted by mail. 


Drop letters, or letters placed in any post office 
for delivery there, are charged two cents each. 

Advertised letters are charged with the costs 
of advertising, which is not to exceed four cents 
for each letter, in addition to the regular postage. 

Not more than two cents to be paid to the let- 
ter carriers employed in cities for the delivery 
of letters, or for receiving them to be deposited 
in the post office. 

Newspapers are conveyed from one post office 
to another in the same State for one cent, and 
any distance not more than one hundred miles, at 
the same rate, and at one and a hali cent for any 
One quarter’s postage is al- 
ways to be paid in advance by those who receive 
newspapers by post. The sea-postage on news- 
papers is three cents each, with the above rates 
added wheu transported inland. Newspapers 
may be mailed or delivered at any post office in 
the United States to or from Great Britain or 
Ireland, on the payment of two cents. Letter- 
carriers employed in cities, are not to receive 
more than a half cent for the delivery of newspa- 
pers. The postage on newspapers not sent from 


the office of publication is required to be prepaid ; | 
and the whole postage on newspapers in all cases, | 


when they are directed to foreign countries. 
Handbills, circulars, and advertisements, not 
exceeding one sheet, are subject to three cents 
postage each, whatever the distance, (inland,) to 
be prepaid. The sea-postage on price currents 
is three cents with inland postage added when so 
transported. The law makes no distinction of 


| handbills, circulars, advertisements, or price cur- 


rents, when regulating the sums to be paid to the 
letter-carriers of cities. 

Newspapers are defined in the 16th section of 
the act approved March 3rd, 1845. When they 
exceed two sheets or a superficies of one thou- 
sand square inches they are to be charged with the 
same rates of postage as that on magazines and 
pamphiets. Ail pamphlets, magazines, periodi- 


cals, and every other kind of printed or other} 


matter, (except newspapers,) are charged at the 
rate of two and a half cents per copy, oi no grea- 
ter weight than one ounce, and one cent addi- 
tional for each additional ounce, any fractional 
excess of not less than half an ounce being re- 
garded as an ounce. The sea-postage on each 
pamphlet is three cents, with the above raies ad- 
ded, when transported inland. ‘There is to be 
paid on pamphlets sent to or received from 
Great Britain and Ireland one cent for eaca ounce 
or fractional excess. Letter-carriers employed 
in cities are not to receive more than half a cent 
for tne delivery of pamphlets. 

Post Office, Washington, D. C. 2? 

21st March, 1349. § 

Shee Sit 


CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 


BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
Ephraim G. Squier, of New York, to be Charge 


—_—_—— 


are to receive one cent for every letter or pack-| d’Aitaircs, of the United States to the Republic 
age received by them to be conveyed by avy’ of Guatemala. 





‘Alexander Ramsey, of Pennsylvania, to be Go- 
vernor of the Territory of Minnesota, in the place 
of William Pennington, declined 
Custom-house Officers. 


John J. Walker, Collector, Mobile, Alabama, 
vice James E. Saunders. 

Isaiah D. Hart, Collector, District of St. Jobns, 
Florida, vice Charles Byrne. 

William R. Watson, Collector, Providence, R. 
Island, vice Benjamin Cowell. 

Moses Richardson, Naval Officer, Providence, 
Rhode Island, vice Silas A. Comstock. 


Land Offices. 


Peter J. Waiker, of Alabama, to be Receiver of 
Public Moneys at Lebanon, Alabama. 

Edgar Conklin, of Wisconsin, to be Receiver 
of Public Moneys at Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

Themas E. Birch, of Missonri, to be Register 
of the Land Office at Plattsburg, Missouri. 

William W. Adams, of Arkansas, to be Register 
of the Land Office at Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Indian Agents. 


David D. Mitchell, of Missouri, to be Superin- 
| tendant of Indian Affuirs at St. Louis, Missouri. 

Charles N. Handy, of Missouri, to be Indian 
Agent at Osage River Agency. 

John Wilson, of Missouri, to be Indian Agent 
at Salt Lake Agency, California. 

James S. Calhoun, of Georgia, to be Indian 
Agent at Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Thomas Wistar, Jr., of Pennsylvania, to be the 
Commissioner authorized by the second clause of 
| the fourth article of the treaty concluded with 
'the Menomonie tribe of Indians on the 1Sth Oc- 
| tober, 1848. 











Marshals. 


Joseph Bates, of Texas, to be Marshal of the 
United States for the District of Texas. 

Solomon Meredith, of ludiana, to be Marshal of 
the United States for the District of Indiana. 

Charles H. Knox, of Michigan, to be Marshal 
of the United States fur the District of Michigan. 


Postmasters 


Alpheus S. Williams, Detroit, Michigan. 

Oliver S Beers, Mobile, Alabama. 

Rodney Wilbur, Newark, New Jersey. 
Alexander W. Russell, at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
James Morrison, at Madison, Wisconsin. 


Inspectors of Penitentiary. 


John T. Towers and Thomas Donoho, of Wash- 
ington, and William H. Edes, of Georgetown, to 
be Inspectors of the Penitentiary of the District 
of Columbia. ; 

Appointments by the Secretary of the Interior. 


Andrew J. Dorn, of Missouri, to be Indiau Snb- 
Agent at Neosbo Sub-Agency. 

William H. Bruce, of Wisconsin, to be Indian 
Sub-Ageut at Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

William Prentiss, of Iilinois, to be Indian Sub- 
Agent on (he Sacramento and San Joachin rivers, 
California. 

Ebenezer Childs, of Wisconsin, to be Agent to 
accompany the Exploring delegation of the Me- 
nomonic Indians, under treaty of 18th October, 
1848. 

George J. Thompson, of Virginia, to be Pension 
Agent at Wheeling, Virginia. 

John Cocke, Jr., of ‘Tennessee, to be Pension 
Agent at Kuoxville, Tennessee, 

DIPLOMATIC. 

3S The President has officially recognized 
Epovarp Guys-as Vice Consul of the French Re- 
publie for the port of San Francisco, California. 
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ARMY. 
ARMY GENERAL ORDER. 
[Concluded from page 211.] 


Brevets—" For gallant and meritorious con- 
duct in:the battle of ‘ Cuaputterec,’ Mexico.” 


To date from September 13, 1847. 


Colonels by Brevet. 
Brevet Lieut. Colonel Justin Dimick, Captain 
First Artillery. 
Brevet Lieut. Colonel William Turnbull, Ma- 
jor Topographical Engineers. 


Lieutenant Colonels by Brevet. 


Brevet Major Joseph Hooker, Assistant Adju- 
tant General. 

Brevet Major Joseph E. Johnston, Captain To-| 
pographical Engineers. 

Brevet Major John B. Grayson, Commissary 
of Subsistence. 

Brevet Major Jacob B. Backenstos, Captain 
Mounted Riflemen. 

Brevet Major Daniel Ruggles, Captain Fifth 
Infantry. 

Brevet Major Henry L. Scott, Captain Fourth 
Infantry. 

Brevet Major Andrew Porter, Captain Mount- 
ed Riflemen. 





Majors by Brevet. 


Captain Samuel Woods, Sixth Infantry. 

Brevet Capt. Roswell S. Ripley, first lieute- 
nant, Second Artillery. 

Brevet Capt. John Sedwick, first lieutenant, 
Second Artillery, (now Captain.) 

Brevet Capt. Thomas Williams, first lieutenant, 
Fourth Artillery. 

Brevet Capt. Oliver L. Shepherd, Third Jnfan- 
try, (now Captain.) 

Brevet Capt. Pinkney Lugenbeel, first leute- 
nant, Fifth Infantry. 

Brevet Capt. Zealous B. Tower, first lieute- 
nant, Engineers. 


SS = 
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To date from March 16, 1848. 
Lieutenant Colonel by Brevet. 
Brevet Major Benjamin L. Beall, Major First 

Dragoons. 

Major by Brevet. 
Captain William N. Grier, First Dragoons. 

Capiains by Brevet. 


First Lieut. William E. Prince, First Infantry. 
First Lieut John Love, First Dragoons. 
First Lieut. Alexander B. Dyer, Ordnance. 


First Lieutenant by Brevet. 
Second Lieut. John Adams, First Dragoons. » 


Brevets—“ For ‘ meritorious conduct’ while 
serving in the enemy’s country.” 
To date from May 30, 1843. 
Lieutenant Colonels. 
Major Adam D. Steuart, Paymaster. 
Ma)jct Charles Thomas, Quartermaster. 
Major Samuel McRee, Quartermaster. 
Brevet Major George W. Hughes, Captain To- 
pographical Engineers. 
Major Thomas Swords, Q tartermaster. 
Majors by Brevet. 
Captain Edwin B. Babbitt, Assistant Quarter- 
master. 
Captain Jonathan G. Barnard, Engineers. 
Captain William D. Fraser, Engineers. 
. Captain Marsena R. Patrick, Second Infantry. 
First Lieutenant by Brevet. 


Second Lieut. Martin L. Smith, Topographi- 
cal Engineers. 





Brevets—* For ‘ meritorious conduct,’ par- 
ticularly in the performance of their duties in the 
proseculion of the war with Mexico.” 


To date from May 30, 1843. 
Major Generals by Brevet. 
Brevet Brigadier General George M. Brooke, 





Brevet Capt. Thomas J. Jackson, first lieute-'| 


nant, First Artillery. ' 
Brevet Capt. Granville O. Haller, Fourth In- 
fantry, (now Captain.) 


Brevet Capt. Fitz John Porter, first lieutenant, 
Fourth Artillery. 


Captains by Brevet. 


Brevet First Lieut. Barnard E. Bee, second 
lieutenant Third Infantry. 

Brevet First Lieut. Ralph W. Kirkham, second 
lieutenant, Sixih Infantry. 

Brevet First Lieut. Frederick Steele, second 
lieutenant, Second Infantry, (now first leute- 
nant.) 

Brevet First Lieut. Robert M. Morris, Mount- 
ed Riflemen, (now first lieutenant.) 

Brevet First Lieut. John P. Hatch, second lieu- 
tenant, Mounted Riflemen. 

Brevet First Lieut. Gordon Granger, second 
lieutenant, Mounted Riflemen. 

Brevet First Lieut. James Stuart, secoud heu- 
tenant Mounted Riflemen. 

Brevet First Lieut. George B. McClellan, se- 
cond lieutenant Engineers. 

Brevet First Lieut. Marcus D. L. Simpson, Se- 
cond Artillery, (now first lieutenant. ) 

Brevet First Lieut. Henry M. Judah, Fourth 
Infantry, (now first lieutenant.) 

Brevet First Lieut. Charles G. Merchant, 
Eighth Infantry, (now first lieutenant.) 

Brevet First Lieut. Charles P. Sione, second 
lieutenant, Ordnance. 

Brevet First Lieut. Maurice Maloney, Fourth 
Infantry, (now first lieutenant.) 





Brevet Capt. Theodore T. S. Laidley, first 
lieutenant Ordnance, to be major by brevet, ** tor 
gallant and meritorious conduct mm the defence of 


* PueBLa,’ Mexico,” to date from October 12, 
1847. 





Brevet Major Benjamin S. Roberts, Captain 
Mounted Rifiemen, to be Lieut. Colonel by Bre- 
vet, ** for gaiiant and meritorious conduct in the 
actions with the enemy at ‘ Maramonos,’ Novem- 
ber 23, 1847, and at the Pass of * GaLaxara,” 


Mexico,” November 24, 1847, to date trom No-| 


vember 24, 1847. 
Brevets—' For gallant and meritorious con- 


duct in the battie of * Santa Cruz pe Rosaes,’ 
Mexico.” 


Colonel Fifth Infantry. 

Brevet Brigadier General George Gibson, 
Colonel and Commissary General. 

Brevet Brigadier General Roger Jones, Colo 
nel and Adjutant General. 

Brevet Brigadier General Nathan Towson, 
Colenel and Paymaster General. 


Brigadier General by Brevet. 
Colonel George Talcott, Ordnance. 
Colonels by Brevet. 

Lieut. Colonel Thomas F. Hunt, Deputy Quar- 
termaster General. 

Lieut, Colonel Joseph P+ Taylor, Assistant 
Commissary General. 

Lieut. Colonel Auneas Mackay, Deputy Quar- 
termaster General. 

Lieut. Colonel] Samuel Cuoper, Assistant Ad- 
jutant General. 


Lieutenant Colonels by Brevet. 
Major Rufus L. Baker, Ordnance. 
Major James W. Ripley, Ordnance. 
M.jor Daniel D. Tompkins, Quartermaster. 
Brevet Major William G. Freeman, Assistant 
Adjutant Geueral. 
Majors by Brevet. 


Captain Alfred Mordecai, Ordnance. 
Captain James Belger, Assistant Quartermas- 
ter. 


Brevets— For meritorious conduct.” 
To date from May 30, 1848. 
Major General by Brevet. 


Brevet Brigadier General Hugh Brady, Colo- 
| nel Second Infantry. 


Brigadier Generals by Brevet. 
Brevet Colonel John B. Walbach, Fourth Ar- 
tiliery, (now Colonel.) 
Colouel Richard B. Mason, First Dragoons. 


Colonel and Surgeon General ‘Thomas Law- 
son. 


commissions conferred on the officers of the jate 
“ Ten Regiments,” who have been restored jy 
their former commissions, regiments, and corps, 
in the peace establishment, pursuant to the act 
of July 19, 1848, ** ceased to be effective whey 
they ceased to be officers of these regimenis by 
reason of the expiration of the term for which 
they were commissioned,” the said brevet com. 
missions, accordingly, are not recognized. 





' Majors by Brevet. 


Captain William A. Thoraton, Ordnance. 

Captain Edmund A. Ogden, Assistant Quarter- 
master. 

Captain John T. Sprague, Eighth Infantry. 








CORRECTION OF DATES, 
| 


| By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
' Major and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Daniel D. 





1849. 





Tompkins, Quartermaster, to date from 


J 
22, 1842, instead of April 21, 1846. uy 


RE EES 


Second Lieut. George D. Willard, EBighth Infan. 


try, to date from August 2, 1848, instead of 
December 24, 1848. 


I].—It having been determined that the breve; S 


A eed 


ai il is i 
Pier pieee er eee 


aig a 
re ext i 


Ii11.—APPOINTMENTS. 
Captain John F. Lee, of the Ordnance Depart. 


ment, to be Judge Advocate, March 2, 1349. 
(with the Brevet rank of Major of Cavalry.) 


Inspector General’s Department. 
Captain James Duncan, of "the Second Arti). 


lery, to be Inspector General, January 26, 1849, 
vice Croghan, deceased. 


Medical Department. 
Henry S. Hewit, of Connecticut, to be Assis. 


tant Surgeon, March 2, 1849. 


Thomas A. McParlin, of Maryland, to be As. 


sistant Surgeon, March 2, 1849. 


John Bryne, of Missouri, to be Assistant Sur- 


geon, March 2, 1849. 4 


Lafayette Guild, of Alabama, to be Assistant 


Surgeon, March 2, 1849. 


William F. Edgar, of Missouri, to be Assistant 


Surgeon, March 2, 1849. 


Thomas H. Williams, of Maryland, to be As- 


sistant Surgeon, March 2, 1849. 


Pay Department. 
Abram Van Buren, of New York, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Robert A. Forsyth, of Michigan, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Robert B. Reynolds, of Tennessee, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Jeremiah Dashiell, of Louisiana, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Sactield Maclin, of Arkansas, to be Paymaster, 


March 2 1849. 


Augustus W. Gaines, of Kentucky, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Albert G. Bennett, of Mississippi, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849. 


Hiram Leonard, ot New York, to be Paymas: 


ter, March 2, 1849. 


Francis A. Cunningham, of Ohio, to be Pay- 


master, March 2, 1849, 


George C. Hutter, of Virginia, to be Paymas- 


ter, Marcu 2, 1349. 


1V.—CASUALTIES. 
Resignations, (4.) 
Major General Zachary ‘laylor, January 31, 


1849. 


Captain Sewall L. Fremont, Third Artillery, 


as Assistant Quartermaster, (vnly,) February 19, 
1849. 


Second Lieut. William L Crittenden, First 


Infantry, March 1, 1849. 


Second Lieut. Heury A. Ehninge-, Fourth Ar- 


tillery, January 6, 1849. 


Deaths, (11.) 
Colonel George Croghan, Inspector General, 


at Niw Orleans, La., January 8, 1349. 


Brevet Lieut. Col. Roger S. Dix, Paymaster, 


at Hillsforough, Pa., January 7, 1349. 


Major David Van Ness, Third Artillery, at 


Portland, Me., February 14, 1849. 


Captain James M. Hill, Assistant Quartermas- 


ter, at Ballimore, Md , January 29, 1849. 


Captain W. M. D. McKissack, Assistant Quar- 


termaster, at Pittsburg. Pa., January 27, 1849. 


Brevet Major James W. Penrose, Captain Se- 


cond Infantry, at Platisburg, NV. Y., January |, 


1849. 
Captain Augustus L. Sheppard, Eighth Infau- 
try, at Jefferson Barracks, January 22, 1849. 
Captain Eiward G. Elliot, Assistant Quarter- 


master, at Cruces, Isthmus of Darien, January —; 
1849. 


Brevet Captain John D. Clark, First Lieut. 
Eighth Infantry, wear Helena, Ark., August 2, 
1848. 

Second Lieut. Bezalee] W. Armstrong, Second 
Dragoons, at New Lisbon, Ohio, February 1/; 


Je 
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Second Lieut. Richard H. Long, Fifth Infan- 8. Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation. “ = BV 443 
try, at Fort Gibson, January 30, 1849. 9 Fort Vowson, Red River. Scnate of United States. 
V —Officers promoted and appointed will join 10. Port Washita, Red River. | nn en 
their proper regiments, companies, and stations ia pact he kens, or pipe Fia. Monday, March 5, 1849. 
ij lay ; those on detached service, or «. Fort Morgan, Ala. 
without See Soci} instructions, will report by 13. Fort Brooke, Fia. | Atll u’clock the Rev. H. Slicer, Chaplain to 
Serle the commanding officer of their respec- a iy pale Charleston Harbor, 8. C. ne eRe ie, performed the usual devotional ser- 
’ : ts and corps. . Fort Monroe, Va. [Pe : a ' 
tive hat tl Pp da 16. Principal Recruiting Depot, New York Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, addressing the 
VL— ope gy or ao it os ee re Harbor. Secretary, then submitted a resolution, for the 
ont wi ‘ rz, y pe ee e mT a 17. San Francisco, California. organization of the Senate, that the Hon. D. R. 
utant wit ; my and in case o ac- |“ 18. Monterey, California. Aichison, a Senator from the State of Missouri, 
ceptance, ine DUE BegPacA OF She PEFWAA. sppoints 19. Fort Marcy, Santa Fe, New Mexico. be appointed President, pro lem. of the Senate, 
will be stated ae 20. Fort El Paso, New Mexico. ond a5 he TsO: 7’. H. Benton, a Senator ne 
— 3 is . ie St: ‘ i . 
Vil. Tea deaddeattie tereanees 2 —Three chaplains are allowed to the posts | 5+ awe of Missouri, administer to him the oath 
Order, W eparmen'. |} tobe established in Oregon, one in California, The resolution was unanimously adopted 
' in New Mexico, and four in Texas, to be . : , om 
War DeparTMENT, em Ae: a” . Pky ihe Hon. J. Davis, of Mass., and the Hon. 7’. 
Washington, Mar. 15, 1849. te a1 by the eraue ii he AN me | HT Benton, conducted Mr. Atchison to the chair, 
' ; : urd Division, and Departments. No. © an | where the Oath was administered, in compliance 
The Senate “4 _ United vatciger ode. deci- | respectively, and to be reported for the approval | with the resolution of the Senate. 
al ‘ . a] . P ° 
ded that the trial and conviction of Major Geo. | of the Secretary of War. The President pro tem. then requested the Se- 


B. Crittenden, of the Regiment of Mounted Rifle- 
men, were illegal and contrary to the directious 
of law, and that no vacancy arose therefrom ; 
aud the subject having been afterwards referred | 
by the then Executive to the late Secretary of | 
War, without any decision having been made 


f , . R. JONES, ddjutant General. 
thereon, the President, therefore, directs that 


mi “1 For the information of persons who may make 
Major George B. Criitenden, of the Regiment of | application for the appointment of Post Cnaplain 


! is- . 
Mouoted Riflemen, be restored to his commis ~ Schvolmaster the following extract from the 


sion aod former rank in the Army. eaten okt : i 
The Adjutant General will give the necessary | regulations is published for their guidance : 


instrucuions for the due execution of this order. | ARTICLE XXVIII. . 
GEO. W. CRAWFORD. 268. Section 18, of the act of Congress, July 5, 
Secretary of War. | 1838, authorizes the Council of Administration 
VIII.—Major Crittenden will proceed to join | ‘* to employ such persons as they may think pro- 
his regiment and report for duty to the Comman- per to ofhciate as Chaplain, who shall also perform 
ding Olficer without unnecessary delay. the duties of Schoolmaster,” at ihe post for which 
JX.—The restoration of Major Crittenden, and | he is chosen; and the second clause of the sup- 
the promotion and subsequent resignation of Cap. | Plement to the same act, approved July 7, 1838, 
tain Tylor, cause the following change ia the | Hts the number of posts, °* most destitute of sn- 
grades and dates of the commissions of certain struction,’ for which chaplains may be allowed, 
oficers in the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen, | ‘° pales to be approved by the Secretary ol 

from those borne is is | War. 

in pct ag PAGO PLEADED 269. an ie cpanstt at Busminiatcabion _ 
xd P vave selected a person to oiliciate as chaplain 
Cont inpanal ahcenai mabe ppt pa they will also determine his compensation, and 
March 3, 1849—the nate bovin aaabeneacthes Be ged Beng tee Rcntue,. ogg 4 eageens Sane 
thets eae ae vacaney 8 _ral, to the War Department. Tey will be care- 
" ‘ful to lransmut al the same time the recommen- 


First Lieut, Andrew J. Lindsay, May 27, 1846. | ,.,. : sahads oh , | 
Commission of Captain-ef October 31, 1848;:ex-| dations of the highest ecclesiastical authority of | 


| the communion to which the applicant belongs. | 
ir \ © Ris ~ A « > ar a ‘ . i 
pired March 3, 1349—the Senate having declared | 270. ‘the monthly pay of a chaplain -shall not | 


nat there Was no vacancy. ar “ant 
i. ; y ice 8 exceed forty dollars, in addition to which he will | 
First Lieut. Julian May, October 31, 1848, ‘be allowed four rations per day, aud quarters | 
nae tu sume grade, daled Mugust 19, 1348, | 214 fue! provided for a captain. 
cancelled. ) 


} 272. The duties of schooimaster of the post 
Second Lieut. Daniel M. Frost, February 16,) ..; A 
a ‘ : rmed und i : 

1847. Commission of First Lieutenant of Octo- ralagphions te ere pres ange Hyer nen ited 


ety ; : be estabiished by the Council of Administration, 

ca <a nye owe 3; IGA0 ~-the Senate approved by the Commanding Officer. He wiil | 
“ts oh repo tae Spongaleagy tere ‘teach the children of enlisted men as well as | 
Second Lieut. William B. Lave, Octover 31, | 


1348, (promotion to same grade, datec August 19 those of officers. | 
1843, cancelled. ) ‘ ° >| Jt will be seen from the foregoing regulations 


Meaves. dtae x , that applications for Post Chaplains are not made 
23 1848, ededotienichenss Linnean to the. Gessotary of Var, but. shud be eddeussed 
wi, Ah : Y 9 : 7) j ’ ; ”? | 
Uciober 31, 1843, expired March 3, 1849—the nd direnied '* to the Commanding Gilet f° Oe | 


‘ie: hich they are empijoyed. Sce the | 
Senale having declared that there was no vacan- resending Prt Eniay 4. x 
cy. B ' Tia : above list. R. JONES, ddjutant General, | 


ote e 


; ——~<or— 
MEMORANDA, NAVY. | 
Re-appointments. 


Adam D. Steuart, re-appointed Paymaster in = The U.S. schooner, Rewer, arrived at) 
the Army, from January 14, 1849, when his for- Norfolk on Friday last from Rio Janeiro, w hich | 
ther appuintinent expired. port she left on the 11th February. 

_ Christopher Andrews, re-appointed Paymaster = The sloop-ol-war, Sr. Louis, Commander | 
in the Army, from October 24, 1848, when his | Cooke, and the brig Perry, Lieut. Commanding 
lormier appointment expired. | Davis, was at Rio—all well. The frigate Bran- | 
_pywiNe had sailed for the river La Plata. 
War Deparrment, | iL> The U. 8. storeship, FReponia, Lieut. | 


3.—The above designation of military posts at 
which chaplains are authorized to be employed 
is made in conformity with the 18th section ot 
the act of July 5, 1833, and the 2d section of the 
act supplementary thereto. By order: 























General Orders, A jutant Generals Uffice, | Com. Neville, left Rio Janeno, February 5, for | 

No. 16, Washington, Mar. 19, 1849. | San Francisco. | 
1.—Ten additional Chaplains and Schoolmas- 7. > U. 8S. steamer, Vixen, Lieut. Com. Ward, | 
ters being authorized to be employed by the act | which had been repairing, was launched at the | 
of March 2, 1849, the list of miliary posts de- | Gosport Navy-yard on the 30th ult. | 
Signated iu ** General Orders” No, 66 isrevised| 37 = The U. 8. frigate, Ranivan, arrived at) 
wo taylowe.s |New York, 2nd inst., from Norfolk, having been | 


1. Fort Mackinae, Mich. | out on a cruise of twenty days. 


4. Fort Gaines, (Upper Mississippi, 160 miles | i, > ‘The Secretary of the Navy has directed { 
4 above Port Suelling:) that the flags of the navy-yards and stations and 
4. tenn Snelling, Falls St. Anthony, lowa. vessels in commission will be hoisted at half 
Pp yD oe 1 at or near Fort Laramie, on the | nast, and thirteen minute guns fired at noon of 
Mestad. Oe ht. oer Cae the day after the receipt of this order, as a mark 

5. Fort Kearny, Grand Island, Platte River, |of respect to the memory of Com. William C. 





Bolton, who died at Genoa, on the 22nd Februa- | 
ry last, while in command of the United Slates | 
Naval forces in the Mediterranean, 


_ 220 miles west of Fort Leavenworth. 
Fort Leavenworth, Mo. 
- Fort Scott, Missouri Frontier. 
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nators elect to advance to the chair and take (he 
oath prescribed for them, and the following were 
qualified and took their seats: 

The Hon. James 4 Pearce, of Maryland. 

The Hon, William Upham, of Vermont. 

The Hon, James Cooper, of Pennsylvania. 

The Hon. 4. P. Butler, of South Carolina. 

The Hon. S. Borland, of Arkansas. 

The Hon. Isaac P. Walker, of Wisconsin. 

The Hon. 4 C Dodge, of lowa. 

The Hon. Wi'liam H. Seward, of New York. 

The Hon. Jackson Morton, of Florida. 

The Hon. William C. Dawson, of Georgia. 

The Hon. Moses Norris, Jr., of New Hamps- 
shire. 

The Hon. James Whitcomb, of Indiana. 

The Hun. Pierre Soule, of Louisiana. 

The Hon. Truman Smith, of Connecticut. 

The Hon. George E. Budger was absent when 
his name was Cailed. 

When the name of the Hon. James Shields, of 
[ilinois, was called— 

Mr. Walker rose and submitted a resolution to 
refer the credentials of the Hon. Jas. Shields to 
ihe Committee on the Judiciary with instructions 
(oO inquire into his eligibility. 

The consideration of which, was, on motion 
of Mr. Berrien, postponed until to-morrow. 

At twenty minutes pisi 11, the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in their offi- 
cial robes, entered the Senate Chamber, and took 
seals on the right front of the chair. 

The Diplomatic Corps followed, and took seats 
On the leit front of the chair. 

The Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, with the officers aud 
members of that body, succeeded. 

The Vice Presiieut. eleet, the Hon. Millard 
Fillmore, supported by the Ex-Vice President 
Dailas, next entered, preceded by the Commiitee 
of Arrangements. Lue Senators rose ou their 
entrance aud remained standing until the Presi- 
dent protem. bad adiinistered the oath of office 
to the Vice President elect. 


| The ddress of the Vice President will be found 
on page 162 | 

‘Lue Cabmet of the outgoing President then 
entered the Senate Chamber, and took seals as- 
signed lo them. 

At hall-past 12 o’clock the President elect, 
General Zachary Taylor, supported by the kx- 
President, the Hon. James K. Polk, and preceded 
by the Comuittee of Arrangements, eaotered and 
were conducted tu sea's immediately in front of 


& 


‘the Secretary’s desk, to the right of Ex-Vice 
| Presidents Dallas and Johnson. 


The arrangements iu the Senate Chamber be- 
ing now compieted, the prucession to the Kasteru 
Portico was iormed in the following order: 

‘The Marshal of the District of Columbia. 

‘The Supreme Court of the United States. 

‘The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

Tue Committee of Arrangements. 

The President elect and Kx-President. 

TYoe Cabmet of the Ex-President. 

The Cabinet of the President elect. 

Tue Vice Presidents, Ex- Vice Presidents, and 
Secretary of the denate. 

‘ne members of the Senate. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the Members and officers of that body. 

‘The Diplomatic Corps. 

{he Mayors of Wastungton and Georgetown, 
and the olher persous admutted on the fluor of the 
Sevate. 

‘ihe ceremonies of the Eastern Portico having 
been concluded, the Vice President aud Sepale 
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| vate secretary, understood to be the nominations 


returned to their Chamber, when, on motion, it 
was ordered that the daily hour of meeting shall 
be 12 o’clock. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Tuesday, March 5, 1849. 


The Hon. George E. Badger, of North Carolina 
and the Hon. Salmon P. Chase, of Ohio, were 
qualified, and took seats. 

A resolution was here offered by Mr. Mangum, 
for the reappointment of the standing Committees 
at the close of the last session, and providing that 
vacancies therein be filled by the Chair. 

Case of James Shields.\—Mr. Douglas rose to a 
privileged question, and desired that his colleague 
might be sworn. The cases of Gallatin, Smith, 
and Rich were ciled as precedents in which the 
members elect were sworn, and took their seats, 
and voted, until the question of eligibility was 
decided. In the case of Mr. Gallatin the Senate 
adjuiged the question against him. 

Mr. D. said he would not pretend to say that 
his colleague was eligible, but he did say that his 
credentials showed tnat his election had been 
regular, and with that evidence in the possession 
of the Senate, it was due to the State of Illinois 
that he should be permitted totake his seat. He 
sould throw no obstacles in the way of a tho- 
rough investigation subsequently. 

The Vice President decided that this question 
of privilege took precedence of Mr. Walker’s re- 
solution of yesterday, to refer the question to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Messrs. Mangum, Turney, Badger, Butler, Atchi- 
son and Webster concurred mat.ly in. the views 
expressed, vy Mr. Douglas; and wir. Webster at 
the conclusion of his rewarks, moved that Mr. 
Shields be wdmitted and sworn. 

Mr. Berrien had great respect for precedents, 
but be did not consider the certificate of election | 
prima facie evidence of eligibility, but merely that 
tue election had been regular. He thought it due 
to the Senate and to the Senator from Wisconsin 
that the latier should make a statement of the 
facts upon which bis resvlution had been yester- 
dey submitted. 

Mr. Douglas interposed to say that his course 
this Morning had not been taken at the sugges- 
tion of Gen. Shields, but from what he conceived 
to be his duty toward the State which he (Mr. 
D,) in part represented on that floor. 

Mr. Walker would make the statement called 
for if it were thought proper in the present stage 
of the proceedings. He had intended no inyjus- 
tice toward Gen. Shields in offering the resulu- 
tion. He had long known him, and duly appre- 
ciated his character and position. But he thought 
it would be better to have the question of eligi- 
bility first settked—not to adit him, and thes 
reject him allterward, but to give him, in the first 
Instance, an opportunity to establish his ciaim. 

Mr. Buller tuought it would be hardly just to- 
ward Gen, Siiields for Mr. W. to make any state- 
ments now of the character suggested by the Se- 
nator from Georgia, and in this view Mr. Walker 
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for his cabinet. 

On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. 

When the doors were again opened, the Senate, 
on motion, adjourned to 12 o’clock to-morrow. 


Wednesday, March 8, 1849. 


The President laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Smithso- 
nian Institution, informing that a vacancy existed 
in the Board of Regents by the expiration of the 
term of Mr. Pearce, as Senator. ’ 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, offered a resolution 
expressing the opinion of the Senate that when 
vacancies occur in the Board of Regents in the 
Smithsonian Institution, by the expiration of the 
term of any Senator, the power to fill such va- 
cancy is vested in the President of the Senate. 

Which was laid over under the rules. 

Mr. Foote made a personal explanation in con- 
nection with an occurrence which took place in 
the Senate Chamber on the night of the 3d of 
March, between himself and a Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cxmeron) now no longer a 
member of this body. Mr. F. preceeded to state 
the circumstances, and concluded with the ex- 
pression of his deep regret that such a scene 
had occurred at all, and of a hope that a similar 
scene would not again occur here. The parties 
were restored to amicable relations in a very 
short time after the occurrence of the affair, and 
they are now as great friends as ever, 

Standing Committces.—Mr. Mangum submitted 
a listof names for the Statiding Committees, ac- 
companied by a resolution that they be appuinted, 
without a formal vole, and stating that though, 
in the list, the several committees had not been 
entirely filled up, the deficiencies could be sup- 
plied hereafter, as no great question would be 
likely to arise, at present, requiring the action of 
a full Committee. The resolution was adopted. 

Case of James Shields.—The Select Comm.ttee 
on the eligibility of General Shields consists of 
Messrs. Benton, Felch, Mason, Webster, Pearce. 

‘The remaincer of the sitting of the Senate was 
passed in Executive Session. 


Thursday, March 8, 1849. 


Smithsonian Inslitulion.—-Mr. Davis, of Missis- 
sippt, called up the resolution yesterday sudmil- 
ted by bim, relative to the vacancies in the Board 
of Regents in the Smithsonian Institute. 

Mr. Benton conceived that the filling of such 
vacancies should be grovided for by law; and 
was opposed to the proposed construction to be 
given by the resolution submitted. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis did not agree with the Se- 
nator frou Missouri, that this should be a legis- 
lative act. ‘Ihe power, by the act of incorpora- 
tion, belongs exclusively to the Senate. With it 
the House has noihing todo. ‘The only question 
was whether the appuintment helongs to the Se- 
nate or to the presiding officer of the Senate. 

Afier some further debate by Messrs. Mason, 





conculred, and retrained. 

Alter some further discussion by Messrs. Wal- 
ker, Berrien, aud Foote, Mir. Webster’s motion pre- 
Vailed, aud Mr. Siselds was sworn and took his 

seal, 

On motion of Mr. Millér, a committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Miller and Alchison, was appoimted 
to wait on the President, and inform him tna. the 
Senate was orgacized, aud ready to receive any 
cummuuication which he might be pteased to 
make. 

The resolution of Mr. Mangum to continue the 
Standing Committees of the jast session, and that 
the vacancies be filled by the presiding officer, 
was taken up; and aller some conversation on 
the subject by Messrs. Dickinson, Mangum, Ber- 
rien and Foole, the resolution was withurawn. 

On motion of Mr. Turney, it was ordere!, that 
the Senate will to-morrow, at 12 o'clock, pro- 
ceed to the election of Standing Committees. 

Mr. Walker’s resolution, to refer the question 
of Gen. Shields’ eligibility to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee Was then taken up, and modified, at the 
suggestion of Mr. Builer, so as to provide thal 
the reference shall be to a Select Committee, 
and then, aller some remarks trom Mr. Hamlin, 
in favor of the reference to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee as the proper one in such cases, the reso- 
lution as ameuded was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, it was resolved that 
the Select Committee shall consist of five mem- 
bers, lo be choseu, to-morrow. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hand of Col. Biss, pri- 


Bradbury and Benton, the resolution was, by yeas 
and nays, agreed to—32 to 7. 
The Vice President then named James Alfred 
Pearce a regent ot the Suith3onian lastitute. 
Case of James Shields —Mr. Walker submitted 
a resolution, which was agreed to, authorizing 
the Select Committee to inqaire into the eligi- 
bility of Gen. Shields, to seud. for persons sud 
papers, and to call to their aid a person authori- 
zed to administer oaths, to take the testimony of 
such persons as the Committee may deem proper, 
and to procure the proper authentication of any 
papers or records which the Cowmiitee may at 
uny time have before il, relating to the subject 
maiter under its consideration, 
| Mr. Walker also presented a paper, which on 
| his motion, was referred to the Select Committee, 
understood to ve a copy of the original declara- 
‘tion filed by Gen. Shields, in Lilies, of his in- 
tention to become a ciuzen of the United States, 
and of his subsequent naturalization therein ac- 
cording to the usual forms in such cases. 
lu reply to an inquiry the Vice President stated 
that no Executive nominations were on the table, 
and then the Senate adjourned. 


Friday, March 9, 1849. 


The Vice President laid before the Senate a 
letter from the Hon. Reverdy Johnson, resigning, 
—in consequence of his appomtment by the Pre- 
| sident as Attorney General of the United States, 
—his seat as a Senator in this body. 

A resolution was adopted, requesting the Vice 





Monday, March 12, 1849. 
Mr. Webster presented the following reso}y. 


procity and equality in the laws ‘of navigation 
and especially such instructions, if any, as con, 
template the opening of the coasting trade of the 
United States to the ships and vessels of other 
nations. 

[The remarks of Mr. Webster, in reference {o 
this subject, will be found on page 177 } 

The resolution was adopted 

The Senate then went into Executive Session, 


Tuesday, March 13, 1849. 


Mr. Mason, from the Select Committee 
whom was referred the certificate of election of 
the Hon. James Shields to a seat in this body, with 
instructions to inquire into the eligibility of the 
said James Shields to such seat—made report: 
That having given due notice to said Shields, he 
appeared before them, and they took the subject 
ito Consideration. 

They further report that the said certificate of 
election declares that the said James Shields was 
chosen a Senator of the United Siates by the Le 
gisiature of the State of Lilinois, on the 13h day 
of January lasi—that it further appears and is 
admitted by the said James Shields that he is ag 
alien by birth, and the only proof before the 
Committee of the naturalization of the sasd Shields 
in the United States is contained in the copy ola 
certificate of naturalization in the Circuit Court 
of Etfingham county, im the said Siate of Illinois, 
which is annexed to and made part of this report, 
by which certificate it appears that the said James 
Shields was admitted by said Court a citizen of 
the United States on the 2]st day of October, 
1840. The Committee therelore report the foi- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the election of James Shields to 
be a Senator of the United States, was void, he 
not having beena citizen of the United States the 
term of years required as a qualification to bea 
Senator of the United States. 

Mr. Mason stated that the Committee had se- 
veral days since been prepared to report, and had 
then addressed a letter to Gen. Shields, through 
their chairman, stating that they were ready to 
receive any communication which be might de- 
sire to make, or to afford him any further time 
which he might require. They met again the 
next day, bul no cummunication was received. 
Yesterday, aowever, it was-aseertained that Gen. 
Shields had sent a Communication, but, from ac- 
cident, it had not reached them. ‘They had there- 
fure further post; oned until to-day the making ol 
their report, but Gen. Shields had not deemed it 
auvisadle (0 make any communication. 

Tue Vice President stated the question to be on 
ihe adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Shields rose and spoke as follows: Mr. 
President, L shall take the hiverty of saying a lew 
words before the Senate adopt that resolution. 
lt may be the only opportunity LI shall ever have 
to address this body, and therefore 1] shall occupy 
its allention lor a few minutes al this time. 

The objection to my eligibility bas arisen in 
this body itself. ‘Ihere is nu competitor bere Ww 
contest my right lo a seatin the Senate of te 
United States. Il bad ao honorable and a high 
minded opponent belore the Legislature of my 
Sitate—a member of the opposite party, General 
hornton—and | think, from my knowledge of 
that gentieman, that no inducement could lave 
operated upon him to come here and contest my 
seat on these grounds. 

There is no memorial, no petition, no applica- 
tion from the State of Iiimois questioning my 
right to a seat t the Senate of the United Siates. 
‘Tnough | have a large party opposed to me 0 
that State—and an iniluential and a respectavie 
party—though | bave evemies in my own party, 
as all public meu have, | have sufficient confidence 
in and sufficient kKuowledge ol my State to believe 
that there are not five mea in that State capable 
of presenting a memorial to eject me from We 
Senate of the United States on tnese grounds. 

From the time | have resided there-—sevenieen 
years; from the numver ot offices I have there 
held—a member uf the Legisiature, requiriig 
naluralization—an auditor o1 the public accounts, 














President to inform the Goveruor of Maryland 
of the resignation of Mr. Johnson. 


requiring naluralization—a judge of the Supreal: 
Court, requiring (he same qualificatiou—Com wl 
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Resolved, That the President of the Unitey 
States be requested, if not, in his judgment, jp. 
compatible with the public interests, to transmit 
to the Senate any instructions which may hay, 
been given to the Minister of the United State, B 
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) and now Senator elect from that State—I think I 
| may feel assured that my right would not now be 
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es 
sioner of the General Land Office—a General in 
the United States army—even, sir, three days 
Governor of Oregon—all requiring the same— 


contested by any citizen of Illinois. The gentle- 
man who has raised the objection—the Senator 
from Wisconsin, (Mr. Walker)—had a perfect 
right to o so. { do not complain, sir, of his con- 
duct. Perhaps it was his duty todo so. But, 
sir, the objection having been made—the certifi- 
cate of my State having been refused on the first 
day of the present session—the question having 
been referred to an honorable, a talented, and an 
jofuential committee, [ hav? made up my mind, 
and have determined to act upon it, to remain 
entirely passive, to let the matter take its course, 
to submit to the decision of this honorable body, 
and to throw myself again upon my State. To 
my own State, sir, I shall appeal, and hear what 
she bas to suy; and if she deserts me now, if my 
State does not answer to the appeal which I am 
about to make to her, I will say further, that it is 
my mtention (though I have endeavored to prove 
my fidelity to my country by every act of my 
life) never Co offer myself again for office in the 
United States, 

Mr. President, the Committee have acted upon 
the evidence before them. ‘They could give no 
other decision upon that evidence. If necessary 
i could explain that evidence now. I could ex- 
plain the circumstances in which 1 have been 
placed. But, sir, | have been guilty of too much 
rashness already. I have been guilty of an indis- 
crelion since t came to this city that has pained 
me more than would my ejection from this body. 
ibave committed errors. | have committed a 
wrong in writing @ letter toa gentleman, recently 
a member of this body. f acknowledge my er- 
ror; 1 admit my fault before the Senate of the 
United States and before the country. When 
two kind, generous, aud considerate friends called 
upon me and poimted out to me the improper 
choracter of that letter—(1 hope the Senate will 
tolerate me in these remaiks)—and the injurious 
cunsiruction of which it was susceptible, I au- 
thorized them (o withdraw it immediately and 








ineke any reparation in their power. 

Aad bow, siauding here belure the Senate of 
the United States—vefore this honorable body— 
and would say it before the bar of God, tu 
Which | shall in time be called—I disavow the 
cousiruction which has been put on that letter. 
I disavow it in toto. 1 am incapable of such a 
thougtt—I] mean of menaciug assassination. Sir, 
I could call up every man who has been acquain- 
ted with mein the United States to disavow so 
ijurious an imputation. { could call up the gen- 
“cian who has put that construction upon my 
leller, and he, sir, could testify that, so far from 
Menacing hiw with assassination, | bazarded and 
periiled my own lite in the town of Belville, 
where 1 reside, by thrusting mysell between him 
aid assassination. 

Mr. President, [ do not make this statement by 
Way of compiaimt. 1 make it for the purpose of 
eXicnualing my iodiscretion, and to exculpate 
Myself from the injurious imputation which has 
been allempled to ve cast upon me. My deter- 
Hitvation is, sir, to submit myself tu the action of 
te Senate. ‘J'o the decision of this Gouy | will 
bow subwissively, and then I will go to my cou- 
anes and appeal to them to reinstate me 
1ere. 

| wish, therefore, sir, no opposition to be made 
by any friend of mine to the adoption of the re- 
Soluliun which has been reported by the Com- 
Diillee, 

Mr. Turney said that, from the view he had 
laken of the constitutional aspect of the question 
he ielt himself consivained to vole against the 
resoluuion. He understood the provisiun of the 
Constitution to be that a Senator must have been 
4 citizen of the Untted States nine years betore 
he is quaiified tu take a seat in this body. When 
does he become a Senator? Certainly not at the 
tuoment of €lection,—but when he has taken the 
Oath of office, 

Mr. Foote was in favor of a postponement of 
the question on the resolution unul the first 
Monuay of December next, and made a motion 
to that effect, 

Mr. Mason addressed the Senate at considera- 
ble length, 19 explanation of the views of the 
Committee, In the case of Mr. Gallatin, 1794, 
llwppeared from the journal that he came to 
this cuuutry in 1780, Deiore the close of the war, 


‘but lL have heard the opinion expressed by dis- 


He resided in several States until October, 
1785, when he-swore allegiance to the State of 
Virginia. He then removed to Pennsylvania, 
and became a permanent resident of tha: Siate. 
In 1788 he was elected to the Convention wh:ch 
framed the Constitution, and was several times 
a member of the State Legislature. In 1793 he 
was elected to the Senate of the United States. 
Dating from October, 1785, he had not been 
nine years a citizen of the United States when 
in February, 1793, he was elected to the United 
States Senate, nor had he in December, 1793, 
when he took his seat. These facts were set 
forth at the time—the committee appointed on 
the subject reported them to the Senate without 
the expression of any opinion, and uaaccompa- 
nied with any resolution. 

In the Senate a resolution was offered that 
Albert Gallatin was duly qualified, and this re- 
solution was rejected, 12to 14. A _ resolutiun 
was then introduced declaring that the election 
of Albert Gallatin was void, he not having been 
a cilizen of the United States the term of years 
neceessary to qualify him for a seat in the Se- 
nate of the Uuited States. This was adopted, 
14 to 12, and the resvlution now reported by the 
comnittlee is an exact copy of that. 

The construction which | should give to the 
resolution is that, by the oath of allegiance, Mr. 
Gallatin having become a citizen of the State 
of Virginia before the adoption of the Cunstitu- 
tion of the United States, and removing after- 
wards to Pennsylvania, he became entitled by 
the Constitution, when it was adopted, to the 
same rights and privileges which he had enjoyed | 
in Virginia—one of which was that of citizen-| 
ship. in other words, that when he removed 
from Virginia to Pennsylvania he carried his 
citizenship with him. ‘The expression in the 
resoiution is not that he was not eligible toa 
seat in the Senate because of not being a citi- 
zev, but because he had not been a citizen of 
the United States the regular term of years re- 
quired by the Constitution. 

Mr. Foole rose to state that he did not intend, 
in the least degree to call in question the action 
of the committee. Mr. F. was inclined to cuin- 
cide with the views of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Turney), and observed that the ar- 
gument addressed vy him to the Senate did ap- 
pear to have much cogency init. And although 
General Shields had expressed the wish that no 
opposition be made to the adoption of the report of 
the Committee, yet, said Mr. F., as a member of 
this body, 1 feel bound to adhere to the motion | 
have made, because | am not willing to sve a spirit: 
ed man betrayed into a position of embarrassment 
by the high impulses of his generous heart. | 
am not going to olfer any opinion of my own, 


tinguished legal gentlemen that it is at ledst pos- 
sible that the claimant would be more favorably 
circumstanced next winter, when he will un- 
doubtedly appear before us with a new certifi- 
cate of election if we abstain from adjudication. 

Mr. Butler. LI understand the motion to be to 
postpone the further consideration of this sub- 
ject until the first Monday in December next. 
It, by the postponement of the question, the gen- 
tleman claiming a seat here as one of the Seva 
tors jor the State of Iilinois could then take his 
seat as such Senator, 1 would certaimly vote for 
the motion. But this is a matter that is not withe 
out its difficulties. 1 certainly do not acquiesce 
in the decision of the committee, if it be assumed 
that the ineligibility atlaches at the time of the 
election. I have never understood the doctrine in 
that way, and itis uot by any means to me a new 
subject; lori my Own State questions of the same 
sort nave been argued and decided. And | believe 
the decision in that State to be this, that although 
al the time of the election the candidate may aut 
be eligible, yet if he be eligible at the time when 
the tuuctions of office devuive upon him he may 
take his seat and assume the duties ol the office. 
i wake a wide distinction between the time ol 
the election and the tine of entering upon the 
duties of the office. And if the comumitice have 
regarded that distinction, as in the case of Mr. 


duties of the office; and, if he was not at that 
time eligible, whether the seat must not be con- 
sidered entirely vacant, and whether he will not 
be under the necessity of going back for re-elece 

tion, with entire confilence that he will be re- 
elected, as | hope he will be. 

But if it be shown that in December next, 

when Congress shall again meet, Gen. Shields 

can take his seat, I shall vote for the postpone- 

ment. If he cannot then take his seat, the 

postponement would be entirely unavailing; it 
would be protracting the matter to no purpose 
to adopt the motion of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, or so it seems to me. I dissent, then, so 

far as | am concerned, from the report of the 

committee, and [do so by virtue of precedents 

in my own State, and the case of Mr. Gallatin. 

And you must recollect the way in which par- 

liamentary law is made. We ought not hastily 

to act upon that which is not fully established by 

authority. I am inclined to think the precedsats 

will be found to be otherwise. 

Mr. Foote. Will the Senator allow me to ask 

whether he believes, if the subject should be 

postponed until the first Monday in Yecember, 

General Shields will then be entitled to take his 

seal? 

Mr. Butler. This is the view that I take of it, 

that if General Shields had not taken his seat at 

all, perhaps at that time he might have claimed 

it; but, having taken his seat, and having there- 

by been required to discharge the duties of the 

office, he must vacate the seat, and go back for 
re-election. I acquiesce in that opiniva 7 but 

if gentlemen will make good the proposition 

that on the first Monday of December next, if 
the matter be postponed until that tine, he will 

be entitled to take his seat, [ certainly will vole 

for the pos:ponement. Ido not say that I have 

any opinion upon the subject one way or the 

other, as to whether, under the circumstances, 

he will then be evtitied to take his seat; bul [ 

am fully of opinion that there is no absolute 

necessily for eligibility to exist at the Lime of the 

election. 

Mr. Berrien.—{ have listened with gratifica- 
tion, as | presume every Senator has, to the re- 

marks of the gentleman who is claiming a seat to 

this chamber; and | may be permitted to say 

that the course he has indicated as the one which 
he intends to pursue is,in my judgment, the most 
frank, manly, and honorable cuurse thal could be 
taken—honorable to himself, and just to the Se- 
nate and the country, in view of the constitulion~ 
al difficulty, because, according to the report of 
the committee, we cannot recognise hiin, if we 
affirm that report, to be qualified to take his seat 
in the Senate of the United Siates, yet he is jus ly 
entitled to be recognised as a citizen of the Unt- 
ted States. The course which has been indicated, 
I say, is one that is honorable to himself, and I 
have regretted that any discussion should have 
taken piace upon this question calculated to ob- 
struct, as { think the motion of the honorobe 
Senator from Mississippi 1s, the full aud tree 
operationof a course which seems to be so just. 

Sir, Leannot entertain a doubt mysell of the 
correctness of the reportof the committee. [ 
cannot conceive the idea of eligibility of an indi- 
vidual to office, which office be canavt fill at the 
tim? of hiselection. { cannot conceive tual the 
Legislature of lilinois exercises the puwer con- 
ferred upon it by the Cunstitution of the United 
States, when that Legislature elects one who 1s 
ineligidble ; and { cannot reconcile to myself the 
idea that, since by the constitution the term of 
office is limited to six years, that term of vifice 
may be made to commence at a lime posterior lo 
the time when the individual :s elected. 

Ido not mean to discuss this point, however, 
but merely to suggest to the Senator from Missis- 
sippi the idea which strikes my wind, and which 
satifies me that the course he purposes is calcu- 
lated to obstruct the views of the geulleman 
whose elegibility is here Drought in qiestion. So 
long as the question remains undecided by the 
Senate there can be considered no vacancy 10 the 
otice of Senator tor Iilinois, 80 as to eutiiie the 
Legislature of that Stale io make a new selection. 








Gallatin, 1 shail be satisiied. 1 should be gla 
to know from the committee, whether they rest- 
ed their decision exclusively upon the ground 
that General Shields was not elizidle at the lime 
when he was elected? But there ts auoiher view 
to be taken of this matter, and it is, whether the 
seat is to be considered vacant on the ground that 
General Shields was not eligidbie at the time 





and betore the Constitution of the United States 
had been adopted. 


They have acted upoo their constitutional rigat, 
and have elected a Senator. His credentials ace 
an evidence of thatfact; and his righttoa seat 
in the Senate of the United Siates is unquestiona~ 
ed but by the report of the committee, which 1s 
totally inoperative until ik receives the sanction 
of the vote of this Dody. Lt will be, thereture, 
impracticable in my Judgment for the Legislature 





he presented himself to be sworn, because he 
would then have been required to discharge ibe 


of lilinois, when they meet again, to procesd to 
nullify their own act by electing a Ssuator again 
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to fill the same office. Until the election be de 
clared void, there is nothing upon which they can 
act. In view, therefore, of the just and honora- 
ble course proposed by the gentleman himself, it 
does seem to me that it wauld be obstructed by the 
motion of the Senator from Mississippi to post- 
pone until the first Monday of December the fur- 
ther consideration of this question. Under these 
circumstances it would be impossible for the 
Legislature of Illinois to proceed to a second 
election. We know by the evidence before us 
that this gentleman, who is already a citizen of 
the United States, and already honored by the 
confidence of the people of his State, will in Oc- 
tober next be qualified to receive the honor 
which they desire to confer upon him; and he 
has indicated his intention to appeal to the peo 
ple of his State; it is but just to him, therelore, 
that no obstruction shal! be thrown in the way of 
the course which, upon reflection, he has chosen 
to adopt. 

Mir. Douglas. The state of my health would 
not allow me to indulge in many words on this 
occasion, even if 1 were so disposed. My objec! 
in rising is chiefly to suggest that the resolution 


of the committee has perhaps been based upon | 


a wrong construction of the Constitution, in de- 
claring that the election was void. 1 think, sir, 
that an examination of the Constitution of the 
United States will satisfy the Senate that this 
election was not void, whatever may be their 
opinion as to the right of General Shields at this 
time to have a seatin this body. And if the 
election was not void, 1, as a Senator from Illi- 
nois, am not aware thata vote of this Senate 
should say that the Legislature of Illinois have 
performed an act that is void. | think that other 
terms might be used that would be more deli- 
cate, and | firmly believe more consistent with 
the truth. The Constitution of the United States 
prescribes three requisites to render an indivi- 
dual eligible to a seat in this body. 
he shall be thirty years of age; the second, that 
he shall have been nine years a citizen of the 
United States; and the third is, that he shall 
have been at the time of his election an inhabi- 
tant of the Siate by which he is elected. IJnha- 
bitancy must exist at the time of election. Thir- 
ty years of age is wot a requisite at the time of 
election. Nine years citizeuship is not required 
io exisi at the time of election. The language 
of the Constitution is clear and specific upon this 
point, and it has so been understood. 
80 understood, |] apprehend, when Mr. Clay was 
elected to a seat in this body at twenty-nine 
years of age; it was so understood, | apprebend, 
when Andrew J.ckson was elected to this body 
al Lwenty-nine years of age, but became thirty 
before he was sworn in; it was so understood, | 
apprehend, when the late Senator from Alabama 
was elected to the House of Representatives at 
twenly-lour years of age, and became twenly- 
five before he was sworu in. It is not necessary 


to cile more Cases upon this pot, though there | 


are cases innumerable which wight be referred 


to, showing that, as far as eligibility 1s concern- | 


ed, (he specified age and term of citizenship is 


nol required lo exist atthe time of election. |) 


will read the language of the Constitution: 


‘** No person shall be a Senator who shall not | 
have attained to the age of thirty years, and been 
nice years a cilizen of the United States, and | 
who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of 
the State for which he shall be chosen.” | 


Thus you see that the two first qualifications, | 
age and citizenship, are required to exist only at’ 
the time the person becomes a Senator; the | 
Olber qualification is to exist at the time ot the | 
election, which precedes, in some cases the time | 
of his becoming a Senator twelve or fifteen | 
months—as in the case of the Senator from | 
Georgia, who was elected for more than a year | 
before he took his seat. The Constitution does | 
Hot contemplate, therefore, that these two quali- | 
fications should exist at the time of his election, | 
but inhabitancy is required at the time of the | 
election, in order to remedy the abuses which | 
existed in England in reference to the selection | 
of non-resident representatives. lence the nen | 
son of requiring inhabitancy at the time of elec- 
tion. | 


Sir, there have been some decisions in the | 


House which bear upon this point; butl do not | inclined to think, from the language of the Con- 
at this time, | stitution, that if he is eligible at the time he is 
sworn in that is all that is required; and that if 


deem it necessary to go into them 
because | firmly believe that the language of the | 
constitution, af carefully examined, wiil show | 








should rece've a true construction inthis case, 
for two reasons: First, it is important, because 
if we decide that not having been for nine years 
a citizen of the United States at the time of the 
election is a disqualification, it will be held as a‘ 
precedent to govern future cases; and, secondly, 
it isa reflection on my State for electing a person 
whose election was void at the very time when 
he was so elected. But, in regard to the first, 
this construction is to be put upon the clause of 
the constitution now, because the committee say 
that the same construction was placed upon itin 
Mr. Gallatin’s case. If we are to take up a de- 





cision heretofore made, and be governed by it 
in regard to the construction to be given to the 
constitution, no matter now erroneous that opi- 
nion may be, 1 apprehend it will bea difficult 
matter to reverse that decision after it has again 
been confirmed by a vote of the Senate at a pe- 
riod of fifty or sixty years distant from the time 
of the first decision. And, sir, Ido not under- 
stand that such a construction was givenia Mr. 
Gallatin’s case. I think that the Senator from 
Virginia who made this report 1s, to some extent, 


= SS SS 


The language of your resolution, then, mus 
be that Gen. Shields is not now eligible to a sea} 
in the Senate of the United States. Will yoy 
turn a man out who is now eligible? Certain) 
not, if his election was not void, and I appreheng 
it was not void at the time when it took place, 
And the Senate, upon examination, will see tha 
the election was not void, although it may be that 
he is not entitled to hold his seat here. Upon the 
face of the record attached to the report it woulq 
seem that he is not now entitled to hold his sea, 
here, though it must be that the report is suscep. 
lible of explanation. I would have liked very 
much to see whether the report was not capable 
of some explanation. The Senator says there jt 
is, ] can examine it. J have examined it, and jf 
I were disposed to be techinal, 1 might ask the 
Senate to disregard it. It 1s no record at all, 

Mr. Webster. We have the admission that he 
is a foreigner by birth. 

Mr. Douglas. Whether we have the admission 
of his being a foreigner by birth or not, does noj 
make the least difference. ‘The question for the 





case. J] recollect Mr. Gallatin was held not to 
to be a citlzen at all. I know, at least, that has 
always been the impression on my mind in regard 
to that case. Mr. Gallatin was an alien by birth; 


went to Virginia and purchased lands. It was 
found that he was about to forfeit the lands that 
he had purchased, because he was an alien; but 
there was a statute ofthe State of Virginia which 
authorized aliens to hold lands in that State, pro- 
vided they would take an oath of aliegiance, and 
Mr. Gallatin, though residing in another State at 


take an oath of allegiance to the State of Virgi 
ginia. And that is the state of facts agreed upon 





The first ts, | 


Sir, it was | 


in the report which has been referred to. ‘Be- 
tween this last mentioned period and the month of 
October, 1785, he purchased lands in Virginia to 
a considerable amount, and took an oath of alle- 
giance to the Siate of Virginia,” &c. 

Whether he complied with the naturalization 
laws of Virginia does not appear. My inpres- 
sion is that he did noi take all the requisite steps 
,to make himseif a citizen of the State of Virgi- 

nia, but that be merely took the oath which 

would enable him to hold Jands in that State, un- 
| der a statute having the rightto confer special 
privileges without making the person possessing 
those privileges a citizen. The Senator from 
| Virginia is also mistaken in saying that the nine 
| years in Mr. Gallatin’s case bad run, froin the 
| time he took the oath of allegiance to Virginia, 
before the time of taking his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Mason.—I think, if the Senator will look 
-at the record, he will find that, as far as 1 stated 
the facts that form the report, 1 stated them cor- 
rectly. 
| Mr. Douglas.—I find in the report the follow- 
statement: (Mr. Douglas quoted from the re- 
port.) 

That would make the nine years run into Oc- 
tober 1794. Mr. Gallatin was elected to the 
Senate from Pennsylvania io February 1793, and 
took his seat in December’ foilowing, which 
would be, according to the report, belore the 
nipe years’ citizenship had expired. Hence the 
question did not arise, » hether the naturalization 
of Virginia was a good naturalization or not; ner 
did the question arise on that occasion, whether 
the period must have been matured at the time 
of the election, or at the time of teking his seat. 
Hence the committee will find that they have en- 
lirely mistaken the Gallatin case, when they 
quoted that case to sustain the conclusions at 
which they have arrived in this case. 





] therelore insist that this resolution which de- 
clares the electioh to be vorl is erroneous, and 
that it must be in one or other of these forms, 
viz: that General Shields, not baving been a 
citizen of the United States for nine years pre- 


ceding the Sth of March, 1849, therefore he is 
not eligible; or that General Shields, not having 
been a cilizen for pine years, is not eligible to a 
seat in this body. ‘That may be the case. The 
only doubt ou my mind is, whether the time is to 


be matured at the period when the functions of 


the office as Senator would devolve upon him, or 
whether at the tinse when heis sworn in. | am 


he is sworn in belore he is eligible, and becomes 


that this isthe true constriction of it. And, sir, 1} eligible befure you get him out, you cannot oust 


regard it as being important that the constitution | him from his seat at all. 


mistaken in comparing it with Mr. Gallatin’s | 


he had been in this country for some years, and | 


the time, in order to save his lands in Virginia, did | 


Committee to determine is not whether he is q 
foreigner by birth, but whether he has been 


| citizen of the United States for nine years. The 


Committee are perhaps correct in the conclusion 
to which they bave come upon that point. | wil 
not undertake to say that their statement can be 
disproved. 1] was merely endeavouring to show 
| the reason why I would like to see the report je. 
versed. Some years ago General Shields and | 
served in the lilinois Legislature together. |i 
required citizenship to make us eligible. 1 know 
some question was raised out of doors as to his 
eligibility At that time, but | do not recollect that 
| there was any formal decision of the question, 
{ believe a resolution was ollered, and it was 
afterwards withdrawn. He was afterwards made 
Auditor of Public Accounts for that State, about 
the highest civil office in the State. Subsequent- 
ly, he was elected Judge of the Supreme Court, 
And, sir, 1 would like to see upon what ground 
it is thal resisiance is now raised against General 
Shields holding office, when for many years past 
he has been filling important stations withoul a 
| question being raised. What is it that has here- 
tofore hushed the voice of his enemies, so that 
not a whisper was heard as to a violation of the 
Constitution or of the rights of the State? And 
this has been going on for years, every body ac- 
quiescing, and the State Legislature time and 
time again affirming his appointments tothe high- 
est offices in the State, until at length they have 
seut him here. And, sir, it certainly appeared 
to me that it was a Jittle indecorous towards that 
State for this body to raise an objection which 
no man in the State ever thought ol raising, aud 
to turn out o! these halls the man upon whom 
the choice of the State fell, 

I thought, sir, that it was a duty which devolv- 
ed upon me, as representing thal State in part, 
to make these suggestions; and, sir, but for the 
appeal that has been made by General Shields to 
myself, 1 should have insisted before this body 
that the report of the Committee should be 
‘disagreed to. 1 feel it my duty to make this 
statement now. I do not know. but that ilgl 
were in General Shield’s place, 1 would take the 
course he has taken; 1 think | would. I think | 
would say, that, inasmuch as no human being cao 
be found in my own State to raise this objection 
—although like other men he must have enemies 
—inasmuch as they have hushed their voices for 
years, | would submit and go back ; but on behalf 
of the State perhaps 1 would be induced to act 
somewhat diflerently. 1 would therefore have 
been glad to see this case postponed. | think it 
might have been better for all parties if that 
course had been taken. No inconvenience could 
have arisen out of 11; certainly none to the Se- 
nate, because we are almost ready to adjourn, 
/and are all apxious to adjoura. There is to be 
no session of the Legislature of Lilinois before 
Congress meets again. ‘I'he State would not then 
be deprived of any opportumity that she would 
otherwise have had of electing another Senator. 

The Legislature of Illinois does not meet, ul- 
der the Constitution of the State, until a year 
from next January, though there may possibly be 
an extra session within that time. ‘l’o postpone 
the question, then, until next December, could 
operate no inconvenience to the Senate and 00 
iuconvenience to the Legislature of Illinois. Aod 
what makes me the more sensitive on this poiot 
is, thal it may be considered questionable whether, 
under the resolution which ss reported by We 
Committee, and proposed to be adopted by the 
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all. This body so decided in the case of the Se” 
nator from Connecticut, when the period of ser- 
yice of the Senator having expired, and no elec- 
tion being had, the Governor of the State could 
not appoint, and the State had to remain unre- 
presented until the next meeting of the Legisla- 


e. 
ae Badger. The Senator has mistaken the 
character of thatcase. There was an approach- 
ing termination of the Senator’s term, and the 
Legislature had not provided for filling the va- 
cancy, and the Governor undertook to fill by ap- 

ointment in February a vacancy which was to 
eceur on the 4th of March. The Senate deter- 
mined that the commission was void, because the 
Governor could do nothing but fill an existing 
vacancy. 

Mr. Douglas. It is the principle that I am 
contending for; and the principle that has al- 
wavs been acted upon is this, that when a Sena 
torial term expires, and there is»no session of 
the Legislature held, the Governor cannot ap- 
point to fillthe vacancy merely because the Le- 
gislature has failed to do its duty. Tennessee 
was without Senators for one whole Congress, | 
believe; and other States have gone unrepre- 
sented. lowa was unrepresented for two years. 
{tis true, she never had been represented in the 
Senate of the United States; but the reason why 
the Governor could not appoint was, it was not 
a vacancy, within the meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, Which gives the appointment to the Gover- 
nor of the State. Now, you propose to decide 
by this resolution that the election was void. 
Well, the election being void, there was no elec- 
lion. So, then, you a en to decide that there 
was no election in Lilinois at all. Hence there 
will be no such vacancy as will authorize the 
Governor to make the appointment. You are 
guing to say, therefore, that Illinois shall be un- 
represented from this time until a year from 
next January, when the Legisla‘ure again meets 
under the Constitution of the State. You have 
eliier got to Go this, and disfranchise the State 
for that length of time, or else put the State to 
the expense of holding a special session of the 
Legislature. I do hope, especially as the clause 
ol the Constitution under which you are acting, 
does not require you to make any decision; that 
the language of the resolution, if passed at all, 
will be changed so as to recognise the legality of 
the election; then you can pass your own opi- 
Hion as lo whether the applicant here has a right 
to retain his seat or not. ‘he election may have 
been valid, and yet you may have the power, ub- 
der the Constitution, to vacate it. 

Mr. Webster. 1 am very sorry that this debate 
has arisen; if it had not been entered upon al 
all, it would have been more satisfactory to the 
Senator from Jilinois himseif; but | perceive 
thal it is likely to ve extended, and as { differ 
eulirely with the honorable Senator who has 
Just resumed his seat in regard to the construc- 
tion of the Constitution, | am desirous of addres- 
iat lo the Seuale a very few words on the sub- 
ecl, 

! hold, most unquestionably, that the election 
Was void, because the persun upon whom the 
election tell was not competent tu discharge the 
functions of the office that was iniended to be 
Coulerred upon him; that is to say, to be a Se- 
ator irom the 3d of March, 1849, tor six years. 
Now, it he couid not be a Seuator from ihe 3d 
ol Maren for six years, then he was not eligible 
lor the Senutorial term, and it might just as well 
be said that he might be elected when he had 
been a cilizen six years, and await the lapse of 
three years beiore commencing his period of 
Service, a8 it may be saidgthat he may be elected 
aud await the Japse of nme months. ‘That pro- 
Pesilion is so Clear that 1 think a Little reflection 
Will sauisiy every gentiewan on the subject. 

But my purpose in rising was—for | dare say 
there are other genticemen who desire to be 
heard on the subject—to move that the further 
“ousideration Of the report be pustponed until 
‘o-worrow. The motion was agreed to, and the 
Seuate went into Executive business. 


- 
— vr 





Senator Wa.tker.—The House of Represen- 
talives of Wisconsin have passed resolutions con- 
demning the course of this Senator in the United 
Slates Senate, in reference to the subject of a 
lerritorial goverpment for California and New 
Mexico, and approving that of Senator Dodge. 
i le resolutions contain also a request to resign, 
and were passed by the very emphatic yole in 
the House of 40 to 9. 
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ADDRESS 


Of Messrs. Cobb and Lumpkin, of Georgia, and of 
Boyd and Clark, of Kentucky, members of the 
Thirty-first Congress, to their constituents, upon 
the subject of the recent address by a portion of the 
Southern members of Congress to their constituents, 
on the existing question of slavery. 


Wasnincron Ciry, 
Feb. 26, 1849. 


To ovr Constituents: We address you this 
circular from a sense of duty to ourselves. A 
portion of the Southern Representatives in Con- 
gress, have recently issued an Address to the 
people of the South on the exciting question of 
slavery. We were unable to unite with them in 
the movement, and the absence of our names 
from the paper which they have published, has 
given rise to strictures upon our course which 
we propose now to notice. Our conduct has 
been misconstrued by some and misunderstood 
by others, and to place the matter in its proper 
light, is the object of the present communication. 
A proper appreciation of our motives and feel- 
ings, requires a partial consideration of the Ad- 
dress as it stood, when it first issued from the 
hands of its author. The modifications which 
were subsequently made, improved its tone, tem- 
per, and spirit, though they failed tu render it 
wholly unobjectionable. Some of the passages 
stricken out can meet with no justification from 
that portion of its signers who belong to the De- 
mocratic party, and without stopping to comment 
upon all of them, we cannot pass by in silence 
the remarkable attack made upon Mr. Polk, and 
those Democrats who had supported the Oregon 
bill. The Address in this particular was marked 
with a spirit of opposition to the present Execu- 
tive, which was weil calculated to array the peo- 
ple of the South against an administration, which 
has with signal fidelity carried into the practical 
operation of the Government, ail the cardinal 
principles of our political faith. The insertion of 








this paragraph in the original address, was pot 
more remarkable than its failure to make the si.gh- 
test discrimination in its charges upon the North, 
in favor of those who have ever manifested a de- 
termination to stand by the constitutional rights of 
the South, even at the price of self-sacrifice. It 
seemed to us to foreshadow a result in the orga- 
nization of a sectional party, which would neither 
promote the interest nor strengthen the securities 
of the South. 

The Address was still more objectionable for 
what it did not contain. It protessed to give a 
faithful history of the abolition question, with the 
causes of ils increase, and the purposes it has 
sought to accomplish, and was intended to place 
before the people of the South the true condition 
of the feelings and sentiments of the Northern 
people in regard to it. Its object in this respect 
was logive the Southern peopie such information 
as would enable them to adopt such a policy as 
would best guard and maintain their rights. The 
purpose was a good one, but it was not an origi- 
nal one. The same object has been pursued with 
equal earnestness for many years, by those who 
aie as deeply interested in the preservation ol 
our peculiar institutions as Mr. Calhoun, and it 
remains to be seen whether the effloris of the one 
or the other are best calculated to effect the ob- 
ject which both profess to have in view. The 
history of the abolition question, as presented by 
Mr. Calhoun, is iicomplete and unsatisfactory. 
There are important matters wholly omitted in 
his Address, which are as necessary to be known, 
to a correct understanding of the question, as 
(those which he has presented, and without a 
knowledge and appreciation of which, the people 
of the South will ve incapable of forming a pro- 
per judgment on the subject, or adopting the pro- 
per line of policy. Abolition 1s not only a ques- 
tion of religious fanaticism, but one of political 
power. It has entered more or less, for many 
years, into the party politics of the country, and 
has constituted an element in the organization of 
parties at the North, of no inconsiderabie impor- 














tance. itis in this view of the subject that the 
Address is marked with a silence which in our 
judgment admits of no justification. If we con- 
iemplate the continuance of the Union, as the 
Address prolesses to do, it is a matter of serious 
interest to the Southern people to know the terms 
of relationship which have heretofore and do now 





exist between these faoatical assailants of our 
peculiar institutions and the political parties of 


the country, with the one or the other of which 
our people are associated in the bonds of politi- 
cal faith. With this information in our posses- 
sion, we would know whom to regard as friends 
and who as enemies. In the hour of danger and 
trial we are enabled to form our political associa- 
lions in reference to the protection of our dear- 
est interest. Why, then, should we fail to tell 
the people the truth upon this subject? Was it 
because it would bear heavily upon the one party 
and elevate in the estimation of Southern men, 
the character of the other? Jt will not do tosay, 
that it thereby introduced party politics into the 
Address. Upon a question so important and mo- 
mentous as the Address regards the present state 
of the slavery agitation, it becomes Southern men 
to forego the ties of party obligation, and to re- 
spond fearlessly and honestly to the demands of 
truth and justice. It was indeed a strange de- 
mand upon the liberality of Southern Democrats 
to ask them to withhold the truth from the people, 
because its declaration would offend the sensi- 
bilities of their Southern Whig friends. If the 
Southern Whigs are not yet prepared to abide 
the judgment which the public record pronounces 
upon their Northern asscciates, we seriously fear 
that they are beyond the point where their minds 
can be reached by any argument, however ably 
and forcibly addressed to them, even by the dis- 
tinguished author of the Southern Address. 

Without attempting an analysis of the Congres- 
sional record upon the slavery question, we will 
submit a few general propositions which will put 
this matter in its proper light. The general pro- 
position may be fearlessly stated, and the records 
of Congress with safety appealed to for the evi- 
dence of its truth, that upon all questions involv- 
ing the rights of the South, in connection with 
the institution of slavery upon which an issue has 
been made, our only friends at the North have 
been found in the ranks of the Northern Demo- 
cracy. Without stopping now to discuss the 
merits of these issues, which surely cannot be 
necessary before a Southern constituency, let us 
recur to some of them in illustration of tne pro- 
position just laid down. Among the most promi- 
nent of these issues, and one which perhaps ex- 
cited as much if not more of the public attention 
(han any other, was the famous 2ist rule of the 
House of Representatives, which peremptorily 
excluded all petitions on the subject of the aboli- 
tion of slavery either in the States, Territories, 
or District of Columbia. That rule was origt- 
nally introduced into Congress by a Southern 
Whig, (Mr. Johnson, of Maryland.) It was the 
subject of repeated discussions and numerous 
votes, from the time of its original adoption to 
the period of its repeal in the 28:h Cougress. 
During that whole time it never received the 
vote or A sinGLe NortrHerN Wuic. It was 
adopted and kept in existence by the united vote 
of all the Southern members, (with one or two 
exceptions,) and a portion of the Northern De- 
mocracy. 

On the question of the annexation of Texas, 
which was opposed at the North on account of her 
slavery institutions, a similar state of things will 
be found to exist. That measure was carried by 
the aid of Northern Democratic votes alone, men 
whose minds were not like their Whig brethren, 
so surcharged with bitter hatred of the South 
and her institutions, as to defeat this favorite ob- 
ject of Southern men, on account of the exist- 
ence there of our peculiar institutions. é 

An equally forcible and convincing tiustration 
will be found in the history of the present excit- 
ing issue which now so seriously threatens the 
peace and harmony of our Union, if not its very 
existence. Various votes have been taken botn 
in the Senate and House of Representatives, 
during the last three sessions, on the Wilmot Pro- 
visu, and it yet remains for the first Norihera 
Whig to record his vote against it. It has at dif- 
ferent times been defeated in both branches of 
Congress, and in every instance by the aid of 
Northern Democratic votes. ‘he action of Con- 
gress on this subject, in connection with the 
farnous Compromise bil! introduced into the Sen- 
ate by Mr. Clayton, of Delaware, presents @ 
striking illustration of the correctness of our po- 
sition. That bill was the work of time and de- 
liberation. It ought to place the adjustment of 
this disturbing question upon such grounds as 
would enable the moderate and just men of all 
sections of the country to give it their support, 

without requiring the sacrifice of any cardinal 
principle upon the part of any one. luadeed, 
some Southern men refused it their support be- 
cause of its inefficiency in properly guarding and 
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protecting the rights of the South. Yet inefi 
cient and powerless as those Southern Whigs 
who aided in its defeat regarded it, 1 guaranteed 
more to the South than any of iheir Northern 
allies was willing to grant. The bill encountered 
the undivided opposition of the Northern Whig 
party with the isolated exception of Mr. Phelps, 
of Vermont; and he took especial care to pul 
his acquiescence in its passage upon the ground, 
that it was a virtual enforcement of the princi- 
ples of the Wilmot Proviso. ‘These prominent 
instances have been selected for the purpose of 
bringing clearly and distinctly before the public 
mind of the South the relationship which the two 
parties at the North have borne to this subject. 
They might be multiplied to the satisfacuon of 
the most incredulous mind, if additional force 
could thereby be given to the argument. But il 
these facts, which are in hatmonious unison with 
the whole record of Congress on this subject, do 
not carry home conviction tothe mind of a South- 
ern nan, such an one would not believe though 
one should rise from the dead. 

If we may rely with any certainty upon re- 
ports of the public press, of the proceedings of 
State Legislatures, or ihe representativn of sodi- 
Vivual acquaintances who are supposed to be 
familiar with the matter, we may gather con- 
firmatory evidence of the same fact from that 
quarter, We are yel to learn the name, or hear 
ol the existence of the first Whig who has ever 
voted in any of the Legislatures of the free 
Stales sgaist resolutions in favor of the princi- 
ples of the Wilmot Proviso. The same is true 
of their public press. Judeed, in the ranks of the 
Northern Whig party, there has been and vow is 
an ubvarying uutlurmity Of sentiment on this sub- 
ject, which Compeis every candid and truih-lov- 
wg man to adwit, that the South will look in 
Vain jp the ranks of that party for a single triend 
upon whose ariw she may Jean in the beur of her 
trials and troubles. ‘They have jor years been 
courli.g aud caressing the abolitionists, aud in 
their public career have manilested a subser 
Vience lo abolition dictation, and an affiliation 
With abulilion sentient, which has in vo small 
degree Contribuled lo increase tie excilement 
aud magnily the iu portance of this most wicked 
and reckless warlare upon Southern rights.— 
These solemn truits have bee from time to 
lime presented lo the Consideration of the South- 
erm people; and they have been urged to cut 
Joose trom a political assuciaiien, which was 
sowing broadcast Wirough ihe Jand the seeds of 
their ruin aud destiuctiun. As individuals whe 
had patticipaleu in presenting these facts to the 
people, we liad been aciuaied by the sincerest 
desite lo save Our Couulry trom tue ruinous con- 
sequences, which we Delieve must inevilabdly lol: 
Jow from ao union of the South with Northern 
Whigs. We were caudid and honest in deciara- 
lious which we tude to the peuple irom time to 
line, OL the rumvuus effects of such an alliance. 
Our opinions have unvergene no change. We 
Jel believe, thal the only true und reliabse friends 
vi the Seuth atthe Norih are to be fouud w the 
Democratic party, aud that the protection of our 
rights, su lar as the same is dependent upon the 
Jegislation of Congress, ts only to be progiuted 
Dy Ubliuing In still Closer bolids wilh those who 
have given us these evidences ol the sincerity ol 
them friendship, and the honesty of their pur- 
puses, aud al luce same Lime severing all Cunuee- 
Ou Wiib those Wiose Whole Course Las Deen 
Characterized wilh uuchanging prools of hostility 
aid Oppusiion. Enterlaummg these views, we 
shuulu Lave been laise lv our past prolessious— 
fuise lu our present Convicluns—talse lo the dic- 
tales Ol pulicy—talee lo Ihe requirements of jus- 
lice-—luise lu the lipulses ol gratitude, il we 
bad given our Sanciiuu tu a paper purporting to 
give a lulillul warialive of the abulitiun ques- 
tio, wid Which omilled wholly to cousiver wuts, 
the most imposing timporlapl lealure of the sub: 
ject. ‘Phe sacrifices which tue Northern De- 
muciacy Lave made io their effuris to sustain the 
Cuustiiulional Piguls of tue South agaist the 
combined iuflucuce of the Nuritern Whigs anu 
Abviilionisls, Lave vol yet eulirely passed from 
our memories, Some vl the iustauces are with- 
iu our personal knowledge. We have seen them 
stricken duwk iw tue siruggle—we have hearu 
around us the sbouls of rejuicing over lueir de- 
feat irum ihe very men lw delence of whose 
Fights their Just biow iu the Coutest was stricken 
m—wWe have seen their seals iv the Halls of Guu 
gress Vucaled ove by one, to be fiiied wilh the 
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men and true in the great family of na‘ional 
W higs—we have seen the craven hearted Demo- 
crat, who, as he humbly bowed his neck to re- 
ceive the abolition yoke, spurned with indigna- 
nation from the embraces of his former political 
associates, only to be the more cordially wel- 
comed into the ranks of Northern Whigs, and 
by them elevated from the House to the Senate 
of the United States. Until these things shall 
have been obliterated from our memories, we 
can never affix our signatures to any paper pro- 
fessing tobe a faithful history of the question 
which does not design to bestow upon them even 
a passing notice. 

Some may be disposed to reply to these con: 
siderations, that the number of our reliable 
friends among the Northern Democrats is daily 
diminishing. They may reter to the fact, that 
on the more recent voles which have been taken 
in Congress op the subject, we have been ena- 
bled to obtain the co operation of comparatively 
a sinall number, and in this result find a justfi- 
cation for a refusal to recognise the obligations 
imposed upon us by their past services, If the 
grateful remembrance of past kindness and 
lriendship does not suggest a sufficient answer to 
such objections, we might perhaps with more 
effect reach their judgments with the considera- 
tions of policy. ‘The Southern Whigs have, by 
their unfortunate alliance with their Northern 
associates, done more to estrange our only 
friends at the IVorth than all other causes com- 
bined; and if to their ungrateful and ungenerous 
reproaches of the sincerity of Northern Demo- 
crats we are lo render Our acquiescence by our 
silence on such an occasion as this, we may rea- 
sonadly look to the period as not far distant, 
when the South will be called upon to mourn 
over the depurture from the Halls of our Na- 
tional Legisiature of ber last Northern friend. 

The Southern address also purports to give 
the causes of the increase of the abolition ex- 
citement at the North; but wholly fails to ac- 
count for the remarkaole fact, that during the 
present session of Congress some of the must 
alarming voles have been given which cau be 
found on the records ol our national legislation: 
whilst it directs the allention of the Southern 
people to the fact, tual the movements of the 
agitators al the present sessions have been di- 
recied, with peculiar interest to the suvject of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, it atempts 
no eXplanation of the causes whicd have led to 
this remarkable and threatening demunstration. 
The barrative, lo be Compiele and truthtul, 
should not have omitted so important a copsidera- 
tion, if there existed any reasvus that cocld with 
propriety bave been assigued. It muy be, that 
the aulhor was again apprehensive of wounding 
ihe feelings of sensitive Souchern Whigs; but 
we Cannot see ip this any sufficient palliation for 
this Omission. We ali must kuow and feel that 
ihe unturtupale vole cast at the lale presidenual 
election by a majority of the Southern people 
fur Millard Fittiure jor the Vice Presidency, 
as had no inconsiderable agency in producing 
this slate of things. Fillmore stuod pledged ve- 
lure the country in favor of ** immediate jegisia- 
lion by Congress lor the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia.” By his silence he 
retused any modification of this or oiher equally 
vulous Opinions, which he had promulgated mure 
than ten years ago, lu the eflurts (so Common 
with his party) of drawing into his support tie 
abolition influe..ce of his district. Wich these 
most Inlameus abolition sentiments hanging upon 
his Jips, he Was triumphantly elevaled, by the 
voies uf the South, to the secoud vtlice iw the 
Republic. This vule, thus cast by the Suuta, in 
an evil hour, has been cuusirued vy these Nertu- 
erp fanauics into a willingness on her part to sub- 
mit lo the practical operation of the principles 
su boldly avowed by her lavoriie Caudiuate; and 
they have been emboldened vy this result to re- 
new with redoubied Zeal, the wariare upon our 
rights generally ; and particularly have their ef- 
juts been directed to the District of Columbia, 
ou account of the well-Kuown views of Millard 
Fillwore on that point. Southern mewbers have 
been taunted on the fluor of Congress with this 
criticism upon the recent election ; and however 
well saltished we may be ol the fact, that our 
peuple never intenued by their voles 10 endorse 
ihe odious sentiments of the man lor whom they 
vuled, yelil is bo easy matier to give a sulislac- 
tury sujution of this most unlurtuuate vuole, wiln- 
vul COmpromising, lO some extent, the 1 telli- 
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general proposition, that a new impetus has bee, 
given to the abolition excitement, and a new 
energy imparted to its advocates by the conside, 
ration to which we have just alluded. To coin, 
to a different conclusion, we should be compelje, 
to close our eyes to the scenes which have fo, 
the last two months been transpiring around ys, 
With this conviction resting on our minds, we 
should have forfeited our own self-respect anq 
the confidence of our friends, to have sent fori} 
\o the people, as a faithful account of this ques. 
tion, a paper which, upon this important view of 
it, was as silent as the grave. 

The inquiry now presents itself, are these facts 
well authenticated, and is the argument which 
we have drawn from them proper and legitimate? 
If 80 1t remains to be considered, why they were 
excluded from the Address? Upon the fir, 
point «tis hardly necessary to enlarge before g 
Democratic constituency. Upon repeated oce,. 
sions we have presented them to the considera. 
tion of the Southern people, and whilst the De. 
mocratic portion of our hearers have, by unimis. 
takeable evidences, manifested their concurrence 
and approbation, we have not yet met with the 
first Whig who has been able, truthfully, to deny 
the facis, or successfully to controvert the argy. 
ment. To the files of the same Democratic 
press that is now sounding the premonilory notes 
of a condemnation of our course, we could, with 
safely, appeal for the evidence of the correct. 
ness of our positions, if we believed that tie 
oceasion required it. 

To the second inquiry which we have presen- 
ted, we have yel lo hear apy satislaclory reason 
tinat can be given, for denying, to the facts which 
we have detailed, their legitimate place in an ad- 
dress which purported to give a faithful history 
of the abolition question. The fear of giving 
offence to Southern Whigs, and thereby losing 
their aid and co-vperation, will hardly afford a 
justification in the winds of those who accord 
their assent lo the correcibess ol our stalemenis, 
and whose judgments sanction the soundvess o} 
our argument. Under circumstances the most 
fluttering of success, such a policy would tax the 
strongest intellects for reasons to palliate and 
justily it, but in the present instances, the object 
was an idle and visiouary One, as the result very 
clearly demonstrated. ‘Ihe Whigs had just suc- 
ceeded in elevating to the bighest offices im the 
Government, men, in whose iutegrmty of purpose 
and fidelity to the Constitution, they had expres 
sed their unbouuded confidence, and it was an 
unreasonable anticipation to suppose that they 
would participate in aby movement, which rested 
fur its propriety and hecessily, mainly upou the 
apprehensiun that the rights of the South were 
uusale in the bands of thuse whom they had se- 
lected as faithful guardians of the consttutivoal 
rights of every portion of the Union, This et- 
ror on the part uf Southern Whigs, was not more 
deep and fatal than was the hope of their suduen 
couversion wild aud visionary, As might have 
been reasunably expecied, they refused, en masse, 
with two exceptions, lo give lueir sanction tu the 
movewent and gave early imdications to the 
meeting of their imtention to withhold their sig- 
vatures from the Address. Wath this determi 
nation, on their part, ended the prospect of mak- 
ing this a Southern movement, irrespective of 
party considerations. At this period we const 
dered thatthe time had arrived when the friends 
of the Address must determine between two pull 
cies, the one looking to the preservation of Ui6¢ 
Democratic party of the Union, and the olier 
contemplating the organizauon of a sectinsl 
party, which being composed almost exclusively, 
of Democrats, would supplaut entirely, the pre- 
sent Democratic party of the South, and utterly 
destruy our pativnal organizauion. ‘To our minds, 
itieit the Address without any reasonable pre 
text for excluding from it the matter, which it 
seemed to us, was indispensable to a just, tull, 
and fair considerauion of the subject. i hose 
who agreed with us, urged upon the pecullat 
friends of the Address the propriety aud the ne 
cessity of giving it this directiun, but we found 
that (he proposition met with so littie favor, that 
if submitted to the meeting it would not only be 
altended with defeat, but wotlld subject ils iricnds 
to the imputation of wantonly urging a disturving 
element upon their proceedings, thus leaving US 
no other ailernative than, either to withhold our 
Signatures, or to abandon the course which we 





leit was clearly indicated by a sense of truth and 
justice. There was no difficulty in moulding this 


most giserable poldere:s to abulllion exCile- gence ol thuse whe were induced lo give it. Be! Audress inio any shape, cunsisteut with wuih, 


ment, Who are recoguised and haied as good (uis as il may, we cau entertain no doublof the which would give te the movement additioual 
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justice to Northern Democrats, who have stood 
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strength in the South, and every facility was af- 
forded of relieving the scruples and quieting the 
apprehensions of Sovthern men, whose alliance 
was sought to be obtained, but when a suggestion 
js made which looks beyond the limits of our own 
immediate section, and seeks to do an act of sheer 


firmly by our sides in the darkest hour of our 
trial, and which regards with favor, the continued 
reservation of the Democratic party of the Union 
—it is regarded as narrow and contracted, and 
jndignantly spurned as unworthy of serious con- 
sideration. No one appreciated more fully than 
ourselves the necessily for unanimity in our ac- 
tion to effect any decisive good, and though we 
may be held responsible in part for the failure to 
obiain that result, we do not feel that upon our 
shoulders should that responsibility be placed, 
nor upon those who sympathised with us in the 
views we entertained. Some of the peculiar 
friends of the Address manifested an opposition | 
to any material amendment of it, as determined | 
and uncompromising aS was our support of our 
own firu and decided convictions. They were 
fixed and resolute in their purpose to have the 
Address substantially as it was finally presented 
to the public, or not to have it dt all. Some ot 
them declaring that they could not so far yield 
their wishes as lo acquiesce in Mr. Berrien’s sub- 
stitute, though it should be adopted by a majority 
of the meeung. The only construction which 
our minds could place upou this course of con- 
duct, led us to the conclusion that the principal 
eflect which wus to result from the movement, 
would be the organization of a Southern sec- 
tional party. Insuch a party organization we | 
could see no additional security to Souther: | 
rights. It possessed no charms to lure us from 
the old association which we had formed in the | 














days of our earliest political recollection wiih | 
the Dea.ocratic party of the Union. We pretei-| 
red yet to rely upon the combined influence ol | 
the Southern and Northern Democrats for the 
protecuion of the rights of the South, so long as | 
ie same were dependent upon the legislation ol 
our nauional Government. We could not see 
how our strength was to be increased by dimin- 
ishing our numbers. If Southern Democrats 
alone could, by party organization, throw ample 
barriers around the peculiar interests of the 
South, we were al a loss to understand how the 
aid and co-operation of our Norihbern friends 
would embarrass our movements or weaken our 
delences. Sv long as we contemplate the con- 


organiza‘ion of their State governments, our fel- 


low-Citizens of California and New Mexico, 
would exercise that great American privilege of 
determining for themselves the nature and cha- 
racter of their local institutions; and whatever 
that decision might be, surely no one who 
draws upon the spirit of revolutionary struggles 
for the chart of his political faith, would complain 
of a result which flowed naturally from the exer- 
cise of the great and glorious principle of self. 
government. Whether this hope is destined toa 
realization or disappointment remains yet to be 
seen, though its prospects become more and more 
uppromising, as each successive day brings us 
nearer to the close of a session, whose sands are 
nearly run out. If the measure should be passed, 
it will be like oil poured upon the troubled waters, 
peace and harmony and good feeling would again 
be restored to our country. If it is lost, the re- 
sponsibility of its defeat, with its consequences, 
must rest upon those who produce the result. In 











any event, such is our confidence in the honesty | 


and intelligence of the American people, that we 
entertain the strongest hopes that its fiual adjust- 
ment willbe marked with a spirit of Jiberality 
and justice, worthy of the age im which we live, 
and the institutions under which we have been 
reared. ‘Tie sincere attachment felt by the peo- 
ple of all sections to this Union of our fathers, 
cemented as it was by their blood, and consecra- 
ted by their wisdom, forbid the idea that its ex- 
istence and perpetuity will be wantonly endan- 
gered by an act of gross and palpable injustice 
upon any portion of the confederacy. ‘This Union 
is the rock upon which the God of nations has 
vuilt his politieal church, and we have been sum- 
moved to minister at its holy allars: let us not 
prove unworthy of the bigh mission to which we 


we have been called. 


HOWELL COBB, 

LINN BOYD, 
BEVERLY L. CLARKE, 
JOHN H. LUMPKIN. 
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SPEECH OF HON. JOHN A. DIX, 


In the U. S. Senate, Jan. 23, 1849, in favor of re- 
ciprocal trade with Canada. 
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The Senate having under consideration the bill to 
admit certain arucles of the growth or production 





linuance of the Union, so long will we look to 


ihe preservation Of the integrity of the Demo- | 


craic party of the Union, as au elemeut of our 
gicalest strength and securmy. When the time 
shall come, il ever, which God, in his mercy 
aveit, When the rights and the interests of the 
Seuth, under the Cunstitution, are spurned and 
disregarded, aud we shail Cease to be considered 
us equals wiih our Northern brethren, we shall 


Jook tv otber and bigher measures of redress than | 


thuse which promise to tlow trom the organiza- 
iow Of a Southern sectional party. 

We have now fravkiy and honestly stated the 
reasons which have iwpelled us to the course 
Which we have leit it tu be our duly to pursue, 
and they are submilled to those who have a right 
to pass upon them for their calm aud deliverate 
copsiderauon, Our object has been to delend 
Ourselves, and nul lo assail Olbers; and it is due 
lo many of those who have sanctioned and signed 
the Auuress, that we shuuld disclaim auy inten- 
lion to atiribule to hem the motive of producing 
ihe result which would inevitably follow the suc- 
cess of he movement. Ther judgment has 
placed a dillerent consiruction upun the whole 
walier {10m ours, apd iv this hovesi difference ol 
pinion ts to be fuund the reasons which have in- 
duced the difference in cur action Op the subject. 
‘lime must determine between us, and Ww the 
award which future developments shail render 
we wall cheerlully submit. 

Up to the present jate period of the session we 
have indulged the hope that this truly vexed and 
harassing question would be settled, upon terms 
just anu honorable to all portions of the Union. 
iu the proposition which sought to settie 1 by 
the admission of our new ‘lerrilories into the 
Union as States, we recognized a basis ol adjust- 
ment which rested upon a principle so just and 
Sacred, as we hoped would disarm all opposition, 
aud commend itseif to ihe flavor of the most las- 
tidious aud Violent on the one or the other side v1 
the question. It looked to ihe willol the peuple, 
Upeb whom the laws were to operate, as the best 
judication of what those laws should be. In the 


of Canada into the United States free of duty, 

upon the condition that the like articles of the 

growth or production of the United States are ad- 
mitted into Canada free of duty; the question being 
upon an amendment heretoture submitted by Mr. 

Phelps: 

Mr. Dix said: Mr. President, since this bill 
was taken up for discussion, | have been unabie, 
from indisposition and other causes, to bestuw 
| upon it the reflection which is due to the import- 
ance of the subject. But l will proceed, never- 
theless, with such preparation, as | have been 
able to make, to explain the objects of the mea- 
sure and its probable effects ; and I wall endea- 
vor, atthe same time, to answer some of the 
leading objections which have been made to it. 

If 1 entertained the belief that the operation 
of the bill wouid be prejudicial to the interest ol 
any portion of the Univn | should not be its ad- 
vocate. ‘I'he first object of all public legislation 
is to advance the general wellare of the country ; 
but this object ought certainly not to be sougnt 
for at the expense of any particular section, or 
indeed of any single interest. 1 believe this bill 
is entirely free from objection in this respect: 
that it will be eminently advantageous both to 
the United States and Canada, and do no wrong 
or Injury 16 any quarter. 

Betore | proceed to examine the practical ope- 
ration of the measure upon the commercial in- 
terests of the two countries, | wish to notice a 
preliminary objection which has been raised. 

it 18 supposeu that the privileges conlerred by 
this bill upon Canada will be extended, by virtue 
of certain reciprocily treaties into which we 



































tion, their stipulations, so far as they guaranty 
reciprocity, must be deemed to relate to engage- 
ments with other Powers equally independent. 
The commercial arrangement proposed by this 
bill is with a European colony adjoining us—one 
of those dependencies which the States of the 
Eastern hemisphere are accustomed to except in 
their compacts with us for reciprocity of com- 
merce and navigation. If any of the States with 
which we have treaties stipulating for the same 
privileges which we confer on others, had depen- 
dencies situated like Canada in respect to us, 
those States might perhaps acquire in respect to 


| such dependencies the same privileges we shall 


confer on Canada if the bill passes, but I do not 
admit that they would acquire those privileges 
for their metropolitan possessions, and for the 
reason that colonies have always been made 
practical exceptions to the general rule of inter- 
national intercourse. Possibly a special reserva- 
lion may be necessary in every compact, from 
the provisions of which it is designed to exclude 
them; but 1 do not, as I shall shaw, consider it 
a matter of any consequence in this case. This 
we know it respect to Canada, that it is not only 
expressly excluded from the terms of our com- 
mercial intercourse with Great Britain, but it is 
the subject of Gistinct stipulations; and yet the 
British Legation, in accordance with the wishes 
of the Canadians, bas urged this measure upon 
us under instructions from home, without the 
least idea that they would gain fur Great Britain 
under our reciprocity treaty with her the privi- 
leges they desire us io confer on Canada. 

The honorable Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
Pearce) suid that we had ‘“* given a construction 
lo these reciprocal provisions worthy of notice,”’ 
and he alluded to our treaty with Portugal in 
1840, by which it was expressly agreed thai the 
stipulation in our treaty with France in 183], 
in regard to French wines, should not be inter- 
fered with. This construction is perfectly con- 
sistent with the view of the subject 1 take.— 
These two treuties were with independent Pow- 
ers; they Were wiih continental Powers in Eu- 
rope almost bordering on each other; and a 
general stipulation in respect to equality of du- 
lies necessarily required an express reservation 
to authorize us to make the duties on any of 
their products unequal. ‘This, however, is a 
totally different thing from a commercial ar- 
rangement between us and a European colony 
adjoining us. 

But iv coming to the conclusion that our com- 
mercial relations with Russia, Prussia and other 
powers, under the reciprocity treaties we have 
iormed with them, will not be allected by this 
bill, L put it op other grounds. 

These treaties relate lo commerce and navi- 
gation, aud are inteuded to regulate tne com- 
mercial intercourse carried on by those coun- 
tries with the U. ited States on the ocean. They 
have certainly not Deen understood as referring 
tv inland trade and exchange belween countries 
bordering on each other. ‘The right to regulate 
their interior intercourse with adjoining states 
has not been supposed to be at ali impaired by 
these commercial engagements. If it were oth- 
erwise, it these treaties restrained the states 
which are parties to them from admitting arti- 
cles free of duly from a neighboring country, 
except upon condition of extending the same 
privilege to the other contracting parties, we 
should at this very moment be entiticd, in our 
imlercourse with Prussia, to all the bevefits of 
the custum-house exemptions of the Zuil-Verein, 
of which that Kingdom is a leadmg member. 
Prussia borders on a vumber of the Zoll-Verein 
States. ‘These Siates interchange with her their 
common prucucts free of duty, under the Zull- 
Verein compact, or Customs Union. ‘They have 
stuod to each other in the same relation in 
which we stand to Canada. They had duties 
ou their respective products as we have. ‘They 
have abolished them, as we propose to do in re- 
spect to Canada on a part of ours. 

Now, will it be contended thal we are enti- 





have entered, to the foreign States with which | 


a totally ditlerent view of the subject. 


reler. 








reigh couniries. 


We have reciprocily treaties with Russia, Den-| 


tled to the same freedum of imtercourse with 
Prussia which she shares with those Siates, be- 


those epgagements have been contracted. i take | Cause she bas stipulated to impose no higher du- 
I believe | ties On our products than on those of other 
Senators have put an erroneous cousiruction upun | Countries? Surely wot; and for the very rea- 
ihe obligations of the compacts to which they | $00 that the stipulations of our treaty with her 


bess intenced lo apply to external intercourse vy 
sea, and pol to inland arrangements between 


mark, Hanover, Prussia, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, | burdering States. ‘Tbe intention of our treatics 

the Hanseatic Republics, and several other fo-| ¢l reciprocity 18 Stamped upon Aheuw in Chatace- 

Lhey are treaties with sove-| ters but tv be misunverstood. The first stipu- 
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reign states, and, by every fair rule of construc- lation (for those of latter years are much of the 
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same import) limits the reciprocal liberty of | 


commerce and navigation which the treaties 
were formed to secure to ‘ the ports, places, 
waters and rivers of the territories of each par- 
ty, wherein foreign commerce is permitted.” 
The second stipulation regulates the duties to 
be imposed on the vessels of the contracting 
parties engaged in that commerce. The third 
regulates the duties to be paid on the importa- 
tion or exportation of their respective products. 
] admit that, by the letter of these treaties, this 
bill might affect our commercial relations under 
them. Buti insist that all compacts are to be 
consirued according to their mamfest intention, 
not by one stipulation slone, but by all which 
relate to the same subject matter; and I might 
apply these observations with great force to my 
first position, and say that those treaties did not 
contemplate commercial relations with colonial 
dependencies like Canada. But the whole te- 
nor of their stipulations shows them to have 
been designed to regulate commerce on the sea, 
and pot the interior traffic carried on by the 
inhabitants of countries separated from each 
other by a mere statistical boundary or an astro- 
nomical line. ‘hey are treaties of commerce 
and navigation—not of one alone, but of both 
combined. 

When this measure was first proposed, | in- 
quired of the State and Treasury Departments 
whether it would affect our commercial relations 
with foreign States under reciprocity treaties, 
and a decided answer was given by both in the 
negative. My own examination of the subject 
has brought me to the same conclusion, whether 
upon the same grounds | do not know. 

if this construction ve erroneous, if the privi- 
leges proposed to be conferred on Canada will 
be extended to the foreign States referred to, then 
I repeat, we shall, on the same principle, be- 
come entitled to the privileges of the Zoll Ve- 


from the United States ; and this cost, 1 am told, 
is about 20 centsa bushel. When it is a dollar 
here, it must be $1,20 there. Now, let us see 
whata vessel laden with wheat from the Baltic 
would be likely to do in such a case. She must, 
to come here, sail directly by the ports of Great 
Britain, where she can get adoilar and twenty 
cents a bushel, deducting the three cents duty 
which she must pay. She gets, then, a dollar 
and seventeen cents. Suppose she continues her 
voyage tothe United States, how will the ac- 
count stand? Admitting, for the sake of the ar- 
;gument, that the wheat she brings will come in 
j free of duty under the reciprocity treaties, she 
will get one dollar a bushel ; but from this 
amount she must deduct twenty cents for cost of 
(ransportation from Great Britain here. She 
will get eighty cents here instead of one doilar 
and seventeen cents in England—thirty-seven 
cents a bushel Jess; and this upon a cargo of seve- 
ral thousand bushels, will amount to no inconsid- 
erablesum. The Northern Germans have the 
reputation of being rather heavy, but they are, 
so far as I have had the opportunity of observing 
them, the Yankees of the Continent in bargain- 
lug; and | think they will be found altogether 
too astute to engage in any such enterprises 
a8 honorable Senators apprehend. ‘They will 
carry on a severe competition with us in snp- 
plying England with wheat; but they are just 
as unukely to compete with us in our markets as 
we are to compete with Newcastle ia supplying 
London with coal. 

Uncer the construction, therefore, which Se- 
nators give to the bill, | am satisfied its opera- 
lion would be as beneficial to us as to the States 
with which we have reciprocity treaties. But | 
contend that these treaties wall not be affected 
by this arrangement. If am mistaken, the pri- 
vileges we confer will also -be acquired by us, 
and we cannot, in any event, be losers. 








rein, in Prussia, and perhaps gain access for our 
products, through her, to all the other States of | 
that political association, comprehending, | be- | 
lieve, twenly-eight out of the thirty-seven States 
of the Germanic Confederation, This would, | 
prima facie, be an immense advantage, though it 
is not clear that it would be of any practical 
benefit.. But no one dreamt, when our recipio- 
cily treaties were formed, that they conferred 
any such privileges ou us; and [ venture to say 
it will never occur to any of the States which are 
parties to those treaties, that the proposed ar- 
rangement with Canada will conler any new 
privieges on them. 

But if it were otherwise, the privileges the 
bill confers are reciprocal. We concede nothing 
which we donot gain in return. If Hanover, 
Prussia, and Meckienburg-Schwerin should ac- 
quire the privileges conferred on Canada by 
this bill, we should acquire in respect to them 
the privileges the bili confers on us. ‘lhere 
would be entire reciprocity. Our chances of | 
profiting by the arrangement would be as good 
as theirs. The Hanse-T'owns might send usa 
few more hams; but there is scarcely an articie 
enumerated in the bill which can be brought to 
us with advantage irom the States on the Ger- 
man Ocean and the Baltic. Weare too distant 
fur agricultural exchanges. Besides, we are as 
essentially agricultural as they. Wheat is the 
only articie Jikely, under any circumstances, to 
come bere, except in the most incousiderabdle 
quantities. In 1837, when fuur was ten, eleven 
and twelve dollars a barrel, we received over a 
million of bushels of wheat from Germany, not 
half the quantity we sentin 1847 into Cauada, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick; butin the 
former year, under the intluence of these enor- 
mous prices, England herself sent us over seven 
hundred thousand bushels—nearly as much as 
Germany; and yet she imported in 1847 over 
eighty-six millions of busheis of grain. But such 
occasions very rarely occur; and when they de 
vccur, the tendency of importation is decidedly 
beneficial. Ls influence is to check prices when 
they reach the high point of extravagance. 

Senators have expressed the apprehension | 
that, if this bill passes, we shall, under the con- 
struction they give to it, be deluged with wheat 
from the Baitic. Let us see how much grouad 
there is for this apprehension. On the first of 
February wheat wail pay but one shilling ster- 
hing a quarter in Great Britain—about three 
cents a bushel. She imports from us: we ex- 
portto her. The price of wheat there must, 
therefore, always be as much higher than the 
price here, when she has adeficieucy and we a 
surplus, as the cost of carrying wheat to her 





Let me now turn to considerations which di- 
rectly concern the commercial intercourse of 
Canada and the United States. 

In order to understand the subject in all its 
bearings, it will be necessary to see what Cana- 
da is, and what she has done for us in the re- 
moval of restrictions upon our commerce with 
her. : 

The population of Canada (1 use a general 
term, as the two provinces are now united) is 
1,527,750 souls ; or, in round numbers, a million 
and a hall. With less variety and tertility of 
soil than the United States, a more rigorous cli- 
mate, and wilb colonial restrictions calculated, 
under the most favorable view of the subject, 
lo impede the development of her resources, to 
shackle the operations of industry, and to abridge 
the freedom of individual enterprise, which 1s 
always the most poweriul stimulus to exertion, 
itis pot to be expected that her progress will 
keep pace wilh our own 10 population or in so- 
cial and physical improvement. ‘The policy of 
Great Britain bas, within a few years, under- 
gove some important changes, favorable to her 
in a commercial and political view. Canada, 
it is true, bas just sume exclusive privileges by 
a relaxation of the colonial system of the moth- 
er country, but the ljatter has extended to her 
some new facilities, by surrendering the control 
of the custom-house, so far as respects the im- 
position of duties; and she has also conceded 
the principle of the responsibility of ministers 
which exists at home, so that when the Gover- 
nor is not sustaived in his policy by the Provin- 
cial Parliament, he is bound to change his ad- 
visers, or, in other words, his Executive Coun- 
cil, which may be conside. cu as the ministry of 
the colony. ‘the Cavadiaun Government is thus 
assimilated to that of Great Britain in the es- 
sential feature of its responsibility to the popu- 
lar voice—a concession which has been gained 
after along and patient struggle on the part of 
a few able and patriotic men mw Canada. 

Almost contemporaneous with this fundamen- 
tal change in the political admunistiation of the 
affairs of Canada, was anoiber of equal impur- 
lance in respect to her commercial indepen- 
dence. In 1846, an act of Parliament was pass- 
ed giving the legislative authority of the British 
colunies the right to regulate their own duties of 
customs, in respect to rilish as well as foreign 
products. Al that tame there were no duties im- 
posed by British acts on British goods imported 
into Canada, although there were dulies im- 
posed by sucti acts on foreign gouds; but there 
were acis vi the Canadian Legislature, made 
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cent. on British goods. There was also an act 
of Parliament declaring that no goods should 
** upon importation into any of the British pos. 
sessions in America, be deemed to be of the 
growth, production, or manufacture of the Upj. 
ted Kingdom, unless imported from the United 
Kingdom.” 

The effect of this condition of the law was to 
prevent the importation of British goods into 
Canada through the United States, and to im. 
pose on the productions of the United States and 
other countries duties which were protective as 
to those of Great Britain and Canada. 

As early as 1843 the duty on the importation 
of wheat and flour, of the growth of the United 
Statee, going through Canada to the United 
Kingdom, was reduced to three shillings previn- 
cial duty, the quarter of eight bushels, and one 
shilling British duty, without reference to the 
sliding scale, by which the importation of bread- 
stuffs from other countries was regulated. The 
consequence was, a large importation of wheat 
and flour from the United States into England 
through Canada. 

The corn laws being repealed, Canada loses 
this advantage—the advantage of being acarrier 
for us—and it is now as beneficial to export 
Canadian wheat to England through the United 
States [the expense being equal] as direct from 
Canada. In other words, the wheat of Canada 
and the United States has equal advantages in 
the British market. 

In 1847, t.e Parliament of Canada, acting un- 
der the authority granted by the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, repealed the differential duties, and the 
new table or tariff of duties then enacted applies 
equally to goods of ali kinds, whether coming 
fron, England or the United States. We are, in 
this respect, placed on the footing of the mother 
country. 

This equality was effected by a double opera- 
tion of law: first, by reducing the rate of duty 
on goods of the United Siates ; and secondly, by 
increasing the rate on British goods, thus bring- 
ing both tothe same standard orscale. ‘There can 
be no better evidence of the liberality of the 
Canadians, and of their earnest desire to put their 
commercial intercourse with us on the most 
friendly footing. 

The consequence of this change of the law has 
been to create a considerable importation of 
British and foreign goods into Canada through 
the United States, and also to cause a Jarge im- 
portation of the productions of the United States, 
into Canada for consumption. ‘Ihe cotton fab- 
rics of Lowellare received on the same terms 
as those of Manchester. ‘I'he same remark 
is true of many other products of our industry, of 
which we carry Jarge quantities into Canada for 
consumption. ‘The value of our productions au- 
nually introduced into Canada, under these bew 
provisions of law, is stated, on high authority, to 
amount to-more than two millions of dollars. 
It is natural that the Canadians should desire to 
send their produce to New York and Boston, to 
meet the trade which has thus been opened to us 
—that they, having put this trade upon the most 
liberal fouling in respect to us, should wish to 
export, on equal terms, such mweaus of payment 
as they possess in the products of their own la- 
bor. 

Will the terms of exchange—perfect equality 
—proposed by the bill, be disadvantageous to us? 
I propose to consider this question somewhat in 
detail, although it would seem but fair that the 
liberality which has been manitested by Canada 
towards us—a liberality by which we have greal- 
ly profittea—a Jiberality voluntarily extended to 
us, Without equivaient—should be reciprocated 
without sloppiug to weigh, wilh over-scrupulous 
exaciness, the precise balauce of advantages and 
benefits. 

In the first place, I believe it will be apparent, 
by looking at the list of enuwerated articles 
which are proposed to be mutually received tree 
of duty, that ashes, flour, and Jumber are the on- 
ly ones ever likely to be brought into the mar- 
kets of the Uasited States in considerable quan- 
tities. Ashes we want, aod al the cheapest price. 
In respect to lumber, there is wothing to be ap- 
prehended. We shall unquestionaviy receive 
some lumber in New York, but 1 believe our 
limber districts do not fear the competition. 
Besides, it wiil come to us chiefly in the form of 
saw-logs jor manulacture. New York 13 almost 
the only State this competition cao effect; and 
if there is any risk, we are willing to take it, ia 





for reveou , ...pusing additional or cumulative 
duties on .....,4 gouds, aud a duty of five per 


consideration of the general advantage and con- 
venience the measure promises to conler. It 
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was apprehended by our friends in Maine, that 
{heir interest might be injuriously affected in 
this respect. But the bill is so shaped as to 
avoid all interference with them, It applies on- 
ly to the direct trade in Canada, Articles com- 
ing through New Brunswick or the other British 
provinces will continue on the old footing. The 
lumber interest in Maine, therefore, will not be 
touched by the bill ; and in all other respects that 
State will in all probability be as much benefitted 
by itas any other. When the railway between 
Portland and Montreal is completed the free 
commerce secured by the bili must be of the 
reatest advantage. 

Flour, in fact, is the only Canadian product | 
likely to come into competition with our own. 
Of all the others—animals, hides, cheese, meats, 
&e.—we shall export more largely into Canada 
ihan she will export into the United States. The | 
same remark is applicable to corn, and indeed | 
to most if not all the breadstuffs, except wheat. | 

Jt is possible that in certain years—years of 
scanty production in the United States, provided | 
they are years of abundance in Canada—we | 
may receive some wheat from her. But 1 do pot 
believe the amount will even in those years | 
(which are very unlikely to occur) be sufficient | 
to influence prices in the United States in a per- | 
ceplible degree. If the importation, however, | 
shall in such extraordinary cases prevent the | 
price of grain from becoming extravagantly | 
high, it will be a public benefit, by relieving the | 
poor from the necessity of eating deer biead. | 
in years of ordinary abundance, | do not believe | 
prices in the United States wili be at all affect- 
ed by the importation of wheat from Canada. 
The production of wheat in the United States 
yields asurplus. Whenever prices abroad are 
sufficient to sustain exportation, our wheat finds 
ils way lo foreign markets; and in these cases 
itis the price in those markets which fixes the 
price at home. I believe it may be stated asa | 
principle that the price of a product, which is) 
exported in any considerable quantity, is regu- | 
Jated in the markets of the exporting country | 
by the price in the markets of the country to| 
Which the export is made. Our own experience | 
proves the truth of this proposition. dn 1847, | 
when we were exporting breadstufls, the price | 
of four in New York, the chief port of exporta- 
licn, rose and fell with the fluctuations of price 
in the British market with as much certainty as 
the mercurial column in the thermometer rises 
and falls with the variations of external tempe- 
rature. This fact should relieve us (rom all ap- 
pretension as to the influence of this bill on com- 
petition with Canada in the production of wheat. 
She may send her flour to foreign markets uow, | 
either by the St. Lawrence, or through the Uni 
ted States in bond under the act of 1846, allow- 
ing 8 drawback of duties in certain cases. It 
enters into competition with ours in those mar- 
kets now. The bill gives no new facility or 
advantage in this respect, except to relieve her 
from custom-house formalities. 1 bold, then, 
that the wheat of Canada can only have an in- 
fluence on the price in the United States in very | 
extraordinary years not likely to occur, and in| 
years of exportation, by competition with us in 
the foreign market, and that, in the latter re- 
spect, this influence is as sensibly felt now as it 
would be under the provisions of this bill. These 
considerations becom@® the more significant if it 
be true, as 1 suppose, that wheatis henceforth 
to be one of our regular exports. 

What, then, are the advantages to be expected | 
from the proposed free interchange of products? 
The first is to relieve the inhabitants of both 
countries, and especially those on the frontier, 
from the inconvenience of the custom-house in 
respect to necessaries of common production and 
daily use. ‘he next is, to enable the Canadians 
to export their produce through the United 
States to foreign markets without paying duty 
at the frontier, and with a deduction of two and 
a half per cent. on thc drawback at the place 
of exportation. The custom-house formalities 
seem to have been a great obstacle to the use of 
our cabdals and internal channels of communi- 
cation by the Canadians. From December 1, 
1846, to July 1, 1847, we received from all the 
Briush North American Provinces 929 bushels 
of grain of all kinds, and no flour, while we sent 
them more than two millions of bushels of wheat 
during the year. During the previous five months 
We received from all the rest of the world 309 
bushels of wheat and 54 cwt. of flour—equal to 
27 barrels, The last year the Canadians have 
used Our canals more extensively. ‘The returos 














are not yet printed, but I understand that at 
least 70,000 barrels of flour have been exported 
through the United States. Whether the expe- 
riment will succeed remuins to be seen. 

Mr. Clarke.— Will the Senator from New York 
state where he obtained this information. 

Mr. Diz.—I have ascertained the fact from 
some statistical statements published in a news- 
paper at Oswego, containing the transactions at 
the collector’s office. This information is given 
in an official form in the annual report on com- 
merce and navigation received yesterday ; but | 
have not been able to examine it. From the 
source ] have before referred to, | learn that 
5U,000 barrels of flour were received at Oswego. 
At Buffalo the amount was probably less. 

‘Tne bill will undoubtedly lead to a free inter- 
change of products among the frontier mhabi- 
tants. If,in the course of these exchanges, we 
receive any Canada wheat for consumption, it 
must be in the few ind:vidual cases in which the 
sellers of our products to the Canadians are able to 
consume it more freely. Toa very limited ex- 
lent it may possibly reach a rew class of con. 
sumers, who will become exporters on a small 
scale, under this bill. For iustance, one of our 
frontier inhabitants who, under the proposed 
arrangement, can carry half'a dozen sheep into 
Canada without paying the duty of forty cents a 
head, now exacted by the Canadian tariff, and 
bring back as many bushels of wheat without 
paying the twenty per cent. duty imposed by our 
tariff, will save between three and four dollars in 
an exchange of products of the value of twelve or 
thirteen dollars—a monstrous tax !—and he may 
thus be enabled to eat wheat bread for a while, 
instead of living exclusively on the coarser 
breadstulls. This must be the only effect in ordi- 


4,047,366 bushels, making a balance of 1,496,- 
069 bushels consumed at home. This is less 
than a bushel for each inhabitant—probably not 
more than half her consumption in ordinary 
years. But the price of wheat being extrava- 
gantly high, the consumption must have been 
greatly diminished, for the, purpose of exporta- 
lion, by resorting to the coarser grains for do- 
mestic use. The statistical tables of eariier 
years prove the export of 1847 to have been ex- 
traordinarily large. From 1838 to 1843 the an- 
nual export varied from 50,000 to 350,000 bar- 
rels ; but in this last amount was included a 
large import from the United States. It is not 
probable that her export is essentially different 
when there are no unusual causes to stimulate 
exportation. ‘laking one year with another, 
and deducting from the entire export of wheat 
from Canada an amount equal to that which we 
send to her, to Nova Scotia and to New Bruns- 
wick, and | doubt whether there wi:l be much 
ofa balance left. In 1848, which was an ex- 
traordinary year, while Canada only exported 
3,064,598 bushels of wheat over her imports, 
we carried into the British North Agerican 
Provinces alone, in the sawe year, 2,279,063 
bushels. While Canada produces Jess than 
three bushels of wheat for each inbabitant, we 
produce more than five and a half bushels for 
each inhabitant ; while she consumed in 1847 
less than one bushel of wheat for each inhabi- 
lant, we consumed nearly four bushels and a 
(half for each inhabitant, notwithstanding the 
temptation of high prices to export and cousume 
cheaper bread-stutts ; while her entire product 
of wheat in 1847 was four millions and a halt of 
bushels, ours was over one hundred and fourteen 
millions of bustels. 





nary years, when we produce more wheat than 
we require for our own consumption. We can 
take none from other countries, unless we con- 
sume it more [freely ; and our consumption in- 
creased under this bill must oot only be extreme- 
ly liu ited, but of such a nature as not to inter- 
flere with our own production. 
very small matters, hardly worthy to be taken | 


into the account in an estimate ol large transac- | 


lions. 

I.et me now test the truth of my position— 
that we have nothing to lear from competition 
with Canada in wheat-growing—by a resort to 
arithmetical demonstrations. The population 
of Canada is avout half the populatlon of New 
York. That part of the province which was 
once politically known as Upper Canada and 
which for distinction, I shall still call so, is the 
wheal-growing region. ‘Ine Lower portion does 
not produce enough for its own consumption. 
lt always draws largely upon the Upper. ‘The 
least failure of the crops in the Lower would be 


sure to absorb the whole surplus of the Upper. If | 


there were any just ground of appreheusion in 
respect lo our wheal-growing districts, looking 
lo general considerations, it would be removed 
by the custom house statistics of Canada for the 
year 1847—the great year of exportation for 
American breadstuffs by reason of the famine in 
Kurope. | take for illustration the most uolavor- 
able year for my purpose—the yeacin which, 
from unusual causes, the export of wheat by 
Canada was greaiest. 1 doso that those from 
whom I ditler may have every advantage they 
can ask in the argument. The quantity of flour 
imported in that year into Canada was about 
84,000 barrels, and the quantity exported about 
676,000 ; the quaulily of wheat imported 562,- 
UUU bushels, and the quaulity exported 663,- 
QUO bushels. ‘The imports, of course, were trom 
ihe United States. ‘lhe excess of exports over 
imports was 592 000 barrels of flour, and 106,000 
bushels of wheat. ‘This entire export was pro- 
bably tu Great Britain, her American islands, 
and her Atlantic provinces, Nova Scotia aod 
New Brunswick. Notwithstanding this export of 
flour trom Canada, New Brunswick received trom 
us, in the same year uver 1U0,000 barrels of flour, 
and Nova Scotia nearly as much more. 

The result of my inquiries is, that in ordinary 
years the upper. portion of Canada produces a 


and that a cousiderabie part of this surplus is 
consumed by the lower portion, inciuding Que- 
bec sid Montreal, and the demands for their 
shipping. In 1847 Canada produced 4,560,967 
bushels of wheat, and imported 982,468 bushels, 
(including flour, and estimating one barrel ol 
flour to be equal to five bushels of wheat,) mak- 
ing an aggregate of 5,543,435 bushels produced 
and imported. Inthe same year she exported 





surplus of about 2,0UU,00U0 bushels of wheat, 


Against an export of less than six hundred 
; thousand barrels of flour from Canada in 1347, 
|(her excess over imports,) we exported nearly 
‘four and a half millions of barrels ; and against 


}an export of one huadred thousand bushels of 
} 


wheat from Canada, (excess over imports,) we 
But these ere | 


exported nearly four millions four hundred thou- 
sand bushels. in the same year we exported 
twenty million bushels of Indian corn and meal, 
while she exported none. The idea that a mil- 
hon aud a half of people, about half the popula- 
tion of New York, witb a soil far Jess favore- 
ble to the growth of wheat than our own, can 
successiully compete with us either in the to- 
reign or the domestic market, and injuriously al- 
fect production with us, with twenty millions 
of people, seems to me a very idle apprehension, 
lt has been stated, on high authority, that the 
entire trade of the British North American Co- 
lonies, with three millions of people, does not 
equal that of Connecticut, with only three hua- 
dred thousand inhabitants. ‘he wore numer- 
ous, active, and enterprising, must always have 
‘the advantage in exchanging on equal termis.— 
‘The very tact that we send into New Brunswick 
every year al least one hundred thousand barrels 
of flour, and probably as large an amouut into 
Nova Scotia, seems to indicate that we might en- 
ter into successful competision with Upper in sup- 
plyu.g Lower Canada, if all duties were to ve re- 
moved. At least vur surplusses will, lo some ex- 
tent meet there. 
(Conclusion next week.) 











Atliscellancous. 

| Srrairs oF MaGe_tan.—from Morreil’s Voy- 
ages. — Lhe straits are about 375 miles in lengiu. 
| ‘| heir source forming an elbow, or two sides of 
a right angied triavgie. ‘The distance across the 
‘land is about 190 miles—Cape Forward being 
the southernmost point of the South American 
| Contunent—the island of Cape Horn being over 
100 miles further South. The Straits at the 
eastern eulrance are six and seven leagues wide, 
and have trom filteen to thirty fathoms water. 
The tide on the Atlantic rises about sixteen feet, 
and about eight feet on the Pacific. The pas- 
sage is safe tur vessels of any size, and the wavi- 
gation pleasant and easy. ‘There are mavy sale 
and commodious harbors ali the way through. 
Wood and water can be procured with ease, and 
abundance of fish, and auti-scorbutic vegetables, 
and birds and deer at the eastern entrance. The 
land is low on both sides, Jike a rolling prairie. 
Towards the middle and west it becomes hilly 
and mountainous, some parts of it resembling the 
scenery of the Hudson river. 

‘}he country is Well peopled. Near the east- 
ern end of the Straits Captain Morrell saw about 
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two hundred Indians, all on horseback; and to- 
wards the western énd he was visited on shore 
by «nore than a thousand, who were very peace- 
able and friendly. 

About 120 miles from the eastern entrance is 
Port F imine, so name! by the Kaglish navigator, 
Cavendish, who in 1537 rescued the only survi- 
vor of a colony of 4U0 Spaniards, who had been 
settled here in 1531, to form a nucleus for the 
protection of Spanish commerce. The place 
was named Philipville, in honor of the reigning 
monarch of Spain. The unfortunate settlers were 
Jett without sufficient provisions, and did not 
pay sufficient attention to their crops. When 
the place was visited by Cavendish, he found 
only one individual alive, whom he carried to 
England. All the rest had perished but twenty- 
three, who had set out by land for the Rio de fa 
Piata, and were never afterwards heard of. 

Had this colony been composed of such men 
as are daily emigrating from New England to our 
Western wildernesses, so far from suffering fa- 
mine, they would have converted Patagonia into 
a fruitful country, and Puilipville would have 
become a large city. it has a fine harbor, abun- 
dance of fist, gawe and wild celery, and the 
finest trees I ever saw: oaks, beeches and ce- 
dars, five to seven feet in diameter. Some of 
them would make the finest masts for line of 
battie ships. 

The valieys are clothed with a luxuriant ver- 
dure. The clover fields of Peansyivauaia, if sul- 
fered to grow a few seasous unmowed, would 
alone furnish a parallel. 

The Fort of Philipville, erected by the Spa- 
niards, 18 Said to be but slightly decayed, aud 
wilt but litthe labor could ve repaired, and 
would commatd the Straits. 





Tue Furure or tHe Sourn:— Wool.—We are 
informed by Mr. B. W. Chambers, says the 
Camden (S. C.) Journal, that ve has io bis store- 
house, a Dale of woul, packed as a Dale of col- 
ton, weighing about six hundred and forty-five 
pounds. It was deposited fur sale by the produ- 
cer, Mr. Caoaries Perkins, of this district. Its 
quality, quantity, and mode of packing shuuld be 


ai object of interest to all our agricuituralists. Kt | prosperity. 


is certainly an extraordinary yield for this sec- 
tion, and clearly proves that productivn as an at- 
ticle of rade might ve made a profitable business 
by our farmers. the North and East ate tar ahead 
of us in producing wool, but the Reportof R F&F. 
Simpson, Esq. to the Agricultural Society ol 
Pendleton, tound in the Patent Office Report, late- 
jy published, shows most conclusively, by statis 
tical facts and actual experiments, tual we have 
natural advantages for raising sheep interior tu 
no olher couatry. 


ness. In a comparison made between the profils 
of farming aud wool growing, his conclusions 
are highly tavorable to tue Jatier. He states the 
cost of a vegro, jand, horse and plough aud other 
necessary expenses to be $845, tor the purposes 
of farming; producing one tundred aud sixty 
bushels corp, and five bags cotton worth $214; 
for wool growing he says $319 will buy five uun- 
dred and twenty sheep, employ a shepherd, and 
pay tor pasturing and olher expenses ; which 
will yield in wool, and in increase ol Hock, $693. 

lt this calculatiun is based upon actual experi- 
ments in Pendleton, the farmers of Kersnaw 
might well venture to abandon cotton and pro- 
duce wool fur foreign markets. 





Britisu Emicration.— From the London Times: 
— Phe fight of « quarter of a milion Inbabdilatts 
of these islands to distant quarters of the worid 
in 1847, was one of the must marvellous eveuts 
in the aunals of human migration. ‘Tbe misera- 
ble circumstances under which the diajorily lett 
tieir homes, the element traversed in quest of a 
refuge, the thousands of miles over which the 
dreary pilgrimage was protracted, the feartul 
casuailies ol the voyage by shipwreck, by la 
miue, and lever, constituted a fact which we be- 
lieve to be entirely without precedent, and Com- 
pared with which the ruption of the oorthern 
races into southern Europe became mere sum- 
mer excursious ; bul, perhaps the marvel of the 
event is surpassed this year. ‘The impetus, or 
ratuer the combination of impelling Causes, no 
longer exists. it might be suppused that so ex- 
tensive a drain had exhausted the migratory 
elements of the nativn, 

li migut also be expected that the countries 
which tast year Could not receive the fugitive 


masses without much difficulty and complaint, comparatiy. 
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Our short winters and cheap | 
pasturing combine to make ita lucrative Dusi-| 








would have offered vehement protests against an 
immediate renewal of the hungry invasion. It 
is, nevertheless, the fact, that the migration of 
this year is nearly equal to that of the iast. The 
grand total from all the British ports, for the first 
eleven months of the last year, was 244,351; for 
the first eleven months of this year, 220,053. 
Nor do these figures represent the whole truth 
of the case. They are merely the numbers of 
those who embarked at ports where there are 
Government emigration officers, and who have 
passed under official review. Some thousands 
of the better class of emigrants are not included 
in the census. There can, therefore, be no 
doubt that in these two years more than half a 
milion natives of these islands have fled to other 
shores. 

The annual migration, it appears, is now ap- 
proaching the annual increase of our population, 
whieh is vulgarly magnified into a thousand a 
day, but, in fact, is not more than 290,000 in 
the course of the year. Now, it is not to be 
imagined for a moment that Great Britain, at all 
events has reached the limit of its population. 
The capital, the stock and the * plant” of the 
island are continually increasing, and have lately 
increased more rapidly than ever. They also 
demand more and more hands for their further 
development. Under ordinary circumstances, 
therefore, we should be justified in dreading a 
migration which left the population stationary , 
and which, with a view to the growing trade) 
and resources of the country, was rather a depo- 
pulation than anything else. At all events, the 
lact suggests that a spontaneous movement of so 
gigantic a character may well be left to itself, 
and requires no artificial stimulus. The matter 
certainly has come to that pass which makes 
caution the first duty of the state. 

ltas from Ireland that we draw our rough la- 
bor. ‘The Celi—and we are bound to give him 
credit for it—is the hewer of wood and the 
drawer of water to the Saxon. Can we spare 
that growing mine of untaught but teachable 
toil? The great works of this country depend | 
on cheap labor. The movement pow in progress | 
bids fair to effect that condition of the national | 
The United States gain what we 





luse. 
| 





ComposiTION oF THE Britrisn House or Com- 
MONs.— ‘Ihe Lower House of Parliament cousists | 
vf 698 members—50U English, 53 Scotch, and) 
105 Irish. ‘This body, as its name implies, pur- | 
ports vo be the representation of the **commonal-| 
ty” of the realm, bul yet (he aristocratic element. 
enters largely ito its composition. It contains | 
36 eldest sons of Peers, who, upon the death of | 
their fathers, will step into the Upper House ;) 
170 brothers, younger sons and immediate rela-| 
tives of Peers, and 167 other members, who by | 
birth or marriage are connected with the nobili-| 
ty. The superabundance of place-men in the 
representative branch, which our constitution so | 
wisely guards against, and which was one of the | 
principal causes of the Jate revolution in France, | 
exists loa grievous extent in the British Come. 
mons. ‘The body contains 63 government offi- 
cials, drawing large annual salaries, 56 Generals 
and Culonels, 84 military officers of a lower grade, | 
3 lreulenants, 74 deputy and vice-licutenauts , | 
53 magistrates, and 1U8 patrons of church living, 
who are more or jess conected with the govern- 
ment, and of course are all more or less interest- 
ed in the preservation of the present extravagant 
sySlem ol governwent. 











Statistics. 
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Hog Cror or tHe Wesr.--The following 
stalement olf the aggregate ot bogs killed in ihe 
severai stales named, as compared with the pre- 
vious year is compiled from the pork statistics 
furnished in detail by Cisl’s 4dverliser, of the 14th | 








ult. 

1847-48. 1848.49 
Missouri 146,124 162,90 
Lilinois 274,55U 225,150 
lowo 47,500 50,500 
Indiana 289 ,4U0 324,668 
Ono 742,152 599.716 
Kentucky 107 ,2u0 135,0U0 
Teunessee 1U0U,0uU0 60 ,0UU 

1,706,926 1,557,934 





The prive'>»! packing poiats give the foliowing 


y-vulties; St. Louis 89,400 head 





ree) 


this year against 65,924 last year, Hannibal 17. 
000 this year against 22 000, Alton 27,000 azainst 
37,000, Quincey 18,400 against 21,650, Persia }9. 
500 against 26 000, Pekin 16 000 against 25 809 
Beardstown 45 150 against 27,000, Keokuk 13. 
QuO against 10.500, Burlington 15,000 against 
17,000, Lafayette 45.000 against 27,000, Terre 
Haute 47,000 against 47,500, Madisun 85,168 
against 93,000, Jeffersonville 30,000 against —_, 
Indianapolis 12,000 against 1,500, Clinton 16,009 
against 15,000, Columbus 19.200 against 29,000, 
Chillicothe 64 756 against 55,000, Circleville 14. 
000 against 19 500, Preble Co., 20,160 against 
27,228, Cincinnati and Covington.4]0,U000 against 
498 000, Louisville 115,090 against 97,000, and 
Maysville 20,000 against 10,000. 

This statement may be tully relied upon, as 
most of the accounts were obtained at the indi. 
vidual packing establishments. 

The conclusion of Mr. Cist is, that there is a 
fall off this year not only in quantity but in 
weight of 20 to 25 per cent., and the prediction 
is cunfidently made that a rise from preseot prices 
will result before the season is through. 





Commerce or Pirrsspurcu.—The Pillsburgh 
Gazelte says the following is an annual aggregate 
ol the arrivals of Steamboats and other vessels at 
the port of Pittsburgh, together with the amount 
of tonnage from the year 1843 to 1848 inclusive : 


Number, Tonnage. 
1843, steamboats 1,707 165,317 
* keels and flats 982 13 675 
1844, steamboats 1,966 216 236 
* keels and Mats 621 14.130 
1845, Steamboats 2,169 227,994 
* keels and flats 21 14 ls0 
1846, steambvats 2,535 276,572 
** keels and flats 634 15,965 
1847, steamboats 3,171 372.465 
“© keels and flats 764 20.730 
1848, steamboats 2.835 361,0uU9 
** keels and flats TUS 20,570 


MaAssacnuserts Raitroaps:—-The Annual 
Reports of the Ratiroad Corporations of this 
Staite have been made to the Legislature; and 
having been, as is customary, referred to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals, are now just 
laid before the members, as compiled and arran- 
ged and published by the Comiutitee, 

Returps were received from 37 corporations, 
which present the following results: 


Capital stock $50 004,100 40 
Amvunt paid in 37,0U9 S6U 95 
Cust of ali the roads 46,777,009 34 
Aggregate debt 12,420 201 19 
Aggregate surplus fund 1,349 230 U8 
Earnings for the year 6 V67,154 U2 
Expense for working 3,234. 933 33 
Net earnings 2,716,920 30 
Aggregate amount of dividends 2,074,147 50 
Length of all the roads 994 346 miles 
Length of double track 22U 212 * 
Length of branches 88.310 
Mean speed of passenger trains, perh 23.13 * 
Mean speed of freight trains 1235 
Casualities 56 killed aod 65 injured. 


The Committee make an average of the mean 
cost per mile of all the finished roads in opera- 
tion, which they give $43,731. ‘This is, however, 
haraly an apprvach to the truth, inasmuch as 
over 220 miles of double track, and also depot 
lands, ouildings, furniture, &c. are included in 
the enumeration—whereas the Boston and Wor- 
cester and Boston and Providence ruads make no 
return of expenditures for statiuns, buildings, &c. 
lt the expenditures of these compamies for depots 
were adued, it would largely increase the avuve 
average. The average cust of English roads 1s 
nearly $15U,00U a mile. 

During the yeac 3U0 miles of new railroad 
have been put in operation on the various lines 
leading to Boston. iAnciuding the branches, the 
number of miles in the Stateis 1043. ‘I'ne whole 
number of miles in the Untied States is 6,421—s0 
that nearly one sixth of the whole is in Unis Stale. 
The number of wiles in operation in England is 
4,420. The expense of working the Massachu- 
setts roads 1s a iraction over 54 per ceul. of the 
gross earnings: that of the Eugtisn roads is less 
than SU per cent. 

There are 43 companies, with acts of incorpo- 
ration now 1n lorce, from which no returas were 
made, and which are not inciuded in any of the 
foreguing statements. Mustof them are noteveo 
organized, and may never be. ‘Their aggregate 
capitals amount to $11,262,000.—Boston Travel- 
ler. 



















Mark 
risges 
uring 

aruies 
parties 
city, l 
44 wer 
of wh 
reigue 


THE 
strong 
of-batt 

uns, . 
et 
States. 


Avs 
now ¢ 
lows : 
artille 
{rooy’s. 
to 700 


Pav 
paupe 
a seve 
—in 
Scotl: 
Engla 
the pt 


la 
meth 
lands 
in it 
leavi 
tion 
is NO 

Pr 
distit 
fullo 
of th 


Ame 
Eure 
Rus: 
Alri 

























Equ 

1 
at Ul 
Gol 
Silv 


cael 


sia 
col 
{ro 


eT 


Qe Vou 


THE oO Ms et 


-_— a 2 hes Om hve CU | 






















































































































SS 
inibal 17. 
00 azZainst 
ersia 19.. 
St 25 800 
okuk 18. 
0 against 
100, Terre 
mM 85,168 
inst ——, 
on 16,000 
st 25,000, 
eville 14. 
0 against 
DO against 
},000, and 


upon, ag 
the indi. 


there is a 
ty but in 
yrediction 
eat prices 


Pillsburgh 
aggregate 
vessels at 
e amount 
uclusive: 


‘onnage, 
165,317 
13 675 
216 236 
14.130 
127,994 
14 130 
176,572 
15,965 
372.465 
20.730 
161 ,WUS 
20,5970 


Annual 
of this 
ure; and 
d to the 
now just 
nd airan- 


orations, 


46 miles 
2 4 
iu 
13 “ 
35 “cc 
jujured. 
he mean 
0 opera- 
iowever, 
mnuch as 
30 depot 
udeJd in 
nd Wor- 
make no 
ings, &c. 
if depots 
le avuve 
roads 13 


railroad 
dus lines 
hes, the 
ie whole 
421—s0 
is Slale. 
gland is 
assachu- 
. of the 
[3 is less 


incorpo- 
‘as were 
of the 
puteven 
pgregale 
Travel- 


we 
tian 





N 


~ 





ILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


237 











Mageiaces AT ALzany.—The number of mar-| The amount required for the sup- 


riages which took place inthe city of Albany 
uring the year 1848, was 620. Of these, both 

arties resided in the city, 226 ; do. one of the 
parties, 298; do. both parties resided out of the 
city, 105. The births for the year, 1325, 0f which 
44 were twin children. The deaths were 1218, 
of which 815 were native born, and 403 fo- 
reiguers. 


Tue Danirsn Navy.—The Danish Navy is 
strong and still increasing. They have five line- 
of-battle ships in commission, more than 1000 
guns, and about 10,000 seamen afloat—a larger 
number of men than is employed by the United 
States. 


Austrian Army.—The Austrian Army, which 


jows : 358,122 imlantry, 64,524 cavalry, 31,815 
artillery, 40,000 baggage men, and 5,539 marine 
troops. ‘This powertul army was lo be increased 
to 700,000 men, in March last. 


Paupess OF Great Britrain.—The number of 
paupers in Great Britain is about 4,000,000, or 
a seventh of the population of the whole empire 
—in Ireland, 2,300,000; England, 1,500,000; 
Scotland, 200,000. Since 1316, the people ol 
England have paid £2U0,000,0UU for the relief of 
the poor. 


Lanp Monopo.y.—It is stated from authentic 
memoranda, that the number of persons c waning 
lands in England is 30 000, in Scotland 3,090, 
in Ireland 6,000—only 39 0U0 in the whole; 
leaving more thun 25,000 of the whole popula 
tion who do not own a single foot of land. This 
js not as it should be, 


Precious Merars.—M. Chevalier, the most 
distinguished o1 statisticians in Europe, makes the 
fullowing calculation as regards the production 
of the precious metals. Oi Gold, 


America produces $10,295,380 
Europe 595,660 
Russia 2U 666 6UU 
Africa and S. Asia 11,711,000 





43,568,580 
Equal to 138,360 Ibs., avoir. ae 


The whole value of Guld and Silver produced 
at this time is— 
Gold 


Silver $43,5€8,580 


33,833,400 





$52,451,989 
The above estimate was made before the gol- 
cen deposits were discovered in Calitornia. 


Ot which the Government should 


Newspapers will pay 


Leaving to be raised from letters 
To pay this last sum, at two ecnts 


The first year of cheap postage in 


Which, at two cents would yield 
now consists of 500,000 men, is composed as fol- The fourth year, the number was 


with a proportionate increase from fifty-eight 
millions, (the present number )— 


The fourth year would give 
And a proportionate increase in the 


port of the Post Office is set at $4,400,000 
pay for the unproductive routes 
for newspaper postage, and for 
the expense of frank- 
ed matter, $1,000,000 


750,000 =—-:1,750,000 





$2,650,000 


postage, the number of letters 
required will be 132,500,000 
Great Britain, the number oi let- 
ters was 160,000,000 

$3,200 VOU 
220 SVU VOU 


Should the same system be adopted here, and 


—— Yr 


upon express conditions that she will declare war 


against Russia, we really must wait before we 
conclude that a general pacification is at hand. 
In tact, at Vienna, at Berlin, at Frankfort, Milan, 
Turin, and Rome, every thing is utterly disor- 
ganized. Austria has taken the most extraordi- 
nary and unlooked for step. ‘The Diet of Krem-, 
sier, which was convoked by the late Emperor, 
and has occupied a few months of its existence 
in ** theoretical discussions,” has been dismissed, 
and its task been done for it, in a constitution 
promulgated, not only for the countries repre- 
sented at Kremsier, but for the whole Austrian 
empire. 

The great object which has been kept in view 
by the designers of this constitution, is the 
making of all Austria into a * free, independent, 
indivisible, indissoluble, constitutional monar- 
chy.” With regard to the social and political 
regulations guarantied under this constitution, 



































eighth year 260.000 .000 
Which would yield for letters alone $5,200,000 


From this it will be seen that the number of 
letters must of necessily greally increase, thereby 
adequately increasing and sustaining the Post 
Olfice revenue. 


The cost of management of the British Post 
Office the last year o! the old system, and be- 
fore the great extension of mail service and 
the expensive system of railroad service were 
introduced, amounted to £756 999 

Which in Federal currency, is $3,603,875 

Showing that their machinery is more expensive 

than ours, and that in emulating the example ol 

England we have the advantage of cheapness, 

notwithstanding the extent of our system of 

mails. 

The following table shows, by comparison, the 
gross income of the two Pust Offices, beginning 
with the fourth year of the new system in Eng- 
land: 


Is it then unreasonable or enthusiastic in us to 
ask that two cents may be the rate of letter pos- 
lage? 

No greater favor of the kind than uniform 
cheap postage can be conlerred by government 
on the American people. High postage is a tax 


























Tue two Tarirrs —The following tabular 
slalement will enable mechanics and others to 
compare for themselves the benefits to be derived 
from the respective tariffs of 1842 and 1846, viz : 


Protective. Free Trade. 
1842. . 1346. 
Ready made clothing 50 3U 
Meu’s silk hats 45 2U 
Silk and satin hats for women 55 20 
Siik caps, turbaus, ornaments 
for dress, uprous, collars, 
Ke. 30 25 
Tarred cable and cordage 71 29 
Untarred cordage 1538 25 
Yarn, twine ang pack thread 34 30 
Smoothing irons 55 30 
Chain, other than cables 93 30 
Men’s boots and bootees 32 50 
Women’s do do 37 30 
Children’s do do 6U 3U 
Wowen’s double soled pumps 37 3U 
Women’s shoes and slippers 39 30 
lrou Castings 49 30 
lsnued sole and band leather 53 3U 
Call skins tanved and dressed 37 30 
Sheep skins do do 33 3U 


‘he iron trade bas been more injuriously affec- 
ted than any other mierest in the couulry, by the 
tari of 1846. ‘he exports of pig tron irom 

‘eal Britain to this country in 1846, amounted 
to 13,918 tons; in 1847, to 44,993 tons; and in 
1848, to 90,235 tons. ‘I'nis latier amount is more 
thau one hali of the entire expocts of this article 
trom Gieat Britain. ‘Ina imcrease is nearly 
¢qual i other articles. 


on the intelligence of the community. A relorm 
is needed, and there can be no question but it 
will ultimately be achieved, if it is kept wholly 
| clear of any and all extraveous questions. 


Ireland, one in 43. 


169,000,000 | &cite surprise. 


Years. Brilish receipts. 

1344 £1,620 .867 

1845 1,705,067 4,239 841 
1846 1,0U1 580 

12847 1,975,293 2.945.893 
1848 2,131,016 4 371,077 


3. >> In England, only 1 in 19 are allowed the 
privilege of voting ; in Scotland, one in 30; in 


the liberality of their nature can hardly fail to 
Individual liberty is secured ; 
the press is not allowed to be put under censor- 
ship; the right of petitioning, and the right of 
/assembling and forming associations, belongs to 
everybody; the private domicile is inviolable, and 
the police are bound to liberate, or produce be- 
fore a judge, in forty-eight hours, persons whom 
they have apprehended. The complete equality 
and toleration of all religions, the independence 
of every church and sect in the management of 
its own property and affairs, the extension of 
education to all languages, and ils prosecution as 
a Government work, are specially secured. 

The Imperial (et 13 to consist of two houses, 
whose constitution approaches nearer to that of 
the American Senate and House of Representa- 
tives than the legislative assembly of any other 
State. The local government of the crown lands 
will be administered by their respective Diets, 
and the Upper House of the Imperial Diet will 
be composed of deputies chosen by the crown 
lands from the members of their provincial 
Diets. Members returned to this House must be 
forty years of age; and they sit for ten years. 

‘The members of the Lower House are to be 








Am. receipts. | chogen by direct suffrage, among the population 
$4,237,285 | at large, the qualification for a vote being the 


p:ymeutof annual taxes, from one or two pounds. 


3,487,199 | The constitutional number of members in this 


House is twice as great as thatin the Upper; but 
they sit only five years. The Diet must be con- 
voked every year; and, in case of its dissolution, 
only three mouths must elapse before the convo- 
cation of another. How tnis constitution must 
work when reduced to practice, must, of Course, 
depend upon the people themselves; but it must 
be admitted that it places in their hands ample 
means of securing an amountof political freedom 
scarcely interior to that of any other country in 
Europe. In the meantime the Hungarian war 
proceeds with unrelenting fury. ‘The Magyars 
have adopted a guerilla warlare, and Prince 
W indischgratz, no longer taking the field but re- 
maining at Buda, shows that the war has only 
just commenced. In fact the King of Sardinia, 
in secrel communication with Kossuth, trusts to 

















Foreign Tntelligence. 


ee 


ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER. 


The steamship Niacara arrived at Boston o1 
to 24th ult. 


gence is from Wilmer & Smith’s Times : 
The importance of the news from the continen 


teliigence. b 
moved frum the scene of impending strife. 


age. His son, now King Wiiham Lil, was is 
Dutch 


that w 
| the throne. 


an-ol-war to Holland, where, {rom al 








taken by the belligerent parties. The notice fo 


Cnear Postace —The Washington Correspon-| may jead to a pacification, if we turn our atten 
deutut tue Bostun Alias makes the \oliowing state-| tion to Frankiurt and perceive that one of the | the war, the consequences of which will, we 


Ment inp regard tv the Circular of the Boston 


Cheap Postage Association, viz : 





Saturday morning last, bringing Liverpool dates 


The following summary of Continental intelli | 


of Europe predominates still over all other in- ) 
The King of Holland has been re- | to fight, whilst the Austrian General, Radeizky, 
He | has issued proclamations to his army at Milan 
expired on the 17ih ull, in the 8th year of his ‘ihat he accepts the challenge, and the sword 


London at the time, but has proceeded in a | ol the luir fieids of Lombardy. 


ave learned, he will peaceably ascend | ministries. 
From the Dutchies we have no au- | ing the upshot of evenis, which Cannot remain 
thentic intelligence of the steps likely to be | long in their present siale. 


the cessation of the armistice and of the blockade ‘ ; 
of the Schleswig-Holsteim ports has been officially | the Sicilians to accept the ultimatum of the King 
published; and, cerlainly, however sanguine we /of Napies. ‘ i 
way be that the negotiations going on in London | break oul in Piedmont, the Sicilians and Geuvere, 


the prolongation of the war in Hungary, to re- 
conquer the lost fieldsof Lombardy. ‘The weak, 
unfurtunate King, hemmed in between his own 


~~ | people, who urge him to war, and his enemies, 


ihe Austrians, bas had no alternative but to de- 
clare the armi-tice with the Radetzky at an end; 
/and during the last week we have veen in daily 
1} , 

expectation of hearing either that Charles Albert 
|} has crossed the Ticino to encounter bis ruin in 


| the field, or that the Austrians had themselves 





~| crossed the Ticino and inarched to Turin. What- 
|ever may be the course of the campaign, hostili- 

{| (les appear mevitable. 

Genoa, Turin, tudeed all Piedmont, seem ready 


) | Must once more decide who shali be the possessor 
At Rome there 
| | appears no Stability to lie perpetually changing 
The Pope continues at Gaeta, wau- 


| The English and 
r| Freuch squadrons have arrived off Palermo, and 
the admirals are making a last effort to induce 


Should, however, hostilities actualy 


. | and in fact all the ltahans, will tuke a part in 


deputies formally proposes in the Chamber to lear, be <n ry dillerent to their wild aniicipalions. 
give the sovereignty of Germany to Prussia, If the Saidivians attempt to wrest Lombardy 
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from Austria, and the Germans persevere in their | 


insensate scheme for detaching the Duchies from 
Denmark, with a-full kno vledge of the contin- 
gent rights of Russia, it is mere self-delusion to 
expect that Lord Palmerston, however great his 
talents, can much longer preserve the peace of 
Europe. 


France.—The National Assembly has been 
occupied chiefly with passing the electoral law ; 
and M. Marrast has been, witn increasing dif- 
culty, two ballots having been taken, again elec- 
ted President of the Assembly. ‘The state trials 
at Bourges are proceeding with due solemnity. 

Every day now discloses some fresh instances 
of the indefatigable zeal of the Socialists to 
overturn the present order of thinzs. The jour- 
nal of M. Proudhon, to the extent of 30,000 to 
40,000 per day, is actively circulated in all the 
barracks of France, and the non-commissioned 
officers and men are tempted from their alle- 
giance by every imaginable means. Tne ‘* mo- 
rality”’ of assassination is boldly taught in these 
Socialist organs, and ample means seem to be 
not wanting for the spread of these mischievous 
doctrines. 


Ho.tianp.—William II, King of the Nether- 
lands, died at the Hague on the 10th March, of 
inflammation of the lungs. He had only com- 
pleted his 57th year in October last. The late 
king was educated in England, and had been in 
every relation intimately connected with that 
country. Having been driven from Holland, 
witb his father, on the foundation of the Bata- 
vian Republic, he was placed under the charge 
of the late Archbishop of Canterbury, and re- 
ceived his education from that distinguished pre- 
Jate. Atthe age of 19 he was appointed, as 
Prince of Orange, a Jieu'enant-colonel of the 
British army, and served as extra aide-de-camp 
with the Duke of Wellington, in the Peninsula, 
from 1811 to 1814. He was present at the 
the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, anu 
the battles of Salamanca, Vittoria, Pyrenees and 
Nivelle. He commanded the Dutch troops in 
the campaign of 1815, ond the 1st corps d’armee 
at the battle of Waterloo, in which he was se- 
verely wounded, after having taken an a€tive 
part in the preceding engagements. His conduct 
in reference to the Belgian revolution in 1830, 
and the protracted negotiations to which it gave 
rise, are (oo well Known to require notice here. 
He ascended to the throne in 1840, upon his fa- 
ther’s abdication. The late King married, in 
1816, the sister of the present Emperor of Rus- 
sia. 

His eldest son, William, who is married to a 
daughter of the King of Wurtemburg, was in 
London, and lately in Liverpool, at the time of 
his father’s death, The death of King William 
ji was formally announced at the Hague on the 
17th. ‘The second chamber of the States Geue- 
ral was immediately called together, and the de- 
cease of his late Majesty having been notified to 
the members by the ministry, the Prince of 
Orange was proclaimed King. M. Lichtenveld, 
Minister for Foreign Afiairs, left the Hague on 





posal 100.000 men, 70,000 of whom can be 
brought into the field. 

The Paris journals say that Modena has been 
evacuated by the Austrians, and that the Duke 
bas fled. This 1s confirmed by a proclamation 
published at Leghorn on behalf of the Governor 
Bosi. Radetzky has also evacuated Plazenza. 


_Rome.—The Assembly has voted by acclama- 
tion a project of decree aboli:hing the holy office, 
and decided that a pillar should be erected on the 
site of the palace where it had been installed. 
In the sitting, on the Ist.,\“M. Sterbini announced 
that the executive government had made every 
preparation for the war which was about to take 
place with Austria; for a war there certainly 
would be, as the government was determined not 
to wait until the Austrians received reinforee- 
ments. 

It is thought that Mazzeni will be proclaimed 
Dictator of Rome. The Romans are said to pro- 
pose to themselves the siege of Ferrara at Rome, 
on the 10th ult. The Bishops of Gubbio and 
Orvieto, and the Archbishop, Cardinal de Ferino, 
were arrested; their offence is that of exciting 
the people, through the press, to revolt, and ca 
lumniating the republic. Orders were also given 
on the 12th to arrest the Cardinal de Angelis, 
Archbishop of Ferino. It is thought that should 
hostilities actually break out in Piedmont, the 
Sicilians, Genoese, and in fact all the L[taliaas, | 
will take part in the war. 


Inp1a.—No further battle has taken place on 
the banks of the Jhelum, and Lord Gough has 
relapsed into his previous inactivity. He seems 
to be adopting the Fabian system of warfare un- 
til the division of Gen. Whish snall have joined 
him. Under all the circumstances, considering 
the nature of the ground, and the difficulty the 
Sikhs must have in maintaining their numerous 
troops in the field, every day must improve the 
position of the British commander. We have 
still the repetition of the reports of the Affghans 
taking up the cause of Shere Singh, but we can- 
not yet be convinced that Dust Mahommed has 
espoused the cause of the rebels. He seems more 
disposed to hover over the Manks of the contend- 
ing parties, in order to avail himself of circum. 
Staices, and regain the possession of Peshawur. 
General Whish was advancing with his forces 
towards the north. On the 2lstof January they 
had crossed the Raree, and had reached the Kum- 
beera, six marches from Juung. Mejor Law- 
rence had been permitted to join his family at 
the Sukko court, where they are confined. They 
were treated with kindness. Sir Charles Napier 
proceeds to India on the 24th instant. 

Commercial affairs fave not suffered in India 
so much as might bave been exp. cited. Ali is 
quiet in China. It is said the Chinese bankers 
are withdrawing their capital from Canton, an- 
licipating disturbances in April ; and upon Chi- 
hese authority, we are informed that the Imperial 
Seu, Commissioner, has held a consultation with 
the elders and geutry on the quesiiun of open- 
ing the cily to the Koglish. tle is reported to 
have told them that he is not in a position to re- 





Saturday for London, to anvounce the death of 
bis father to the new sovereign, who will assume 
the title of King William Ll. During the afler- 
noon of Saturday, the troops composing the gar-| 
rison of the Hague, were mustered on the parade 
ground and tvok the usual oath of allegiance to 
King William IIL, The city remained proiound- 
Jy tuanqguil, nor was any apprehensivo enter-| 
tained that popular disturbances would break 
oul. 

Russia.—The Borsenhalle states that a Russian | 
fleet has been oidered to sail for the Ostsee. ‘The | 
Deutche Zeitung has vews from Konigsverg of the | 
14ih instant, to the effect thal the placing of the 
whole of tue Russian army on the footing of war | 
has been ordered by ab imperial ukase v1 the 4th | 
jusiant. 

‘Tbe Emperor has issued a ukase to ail the offi | 
cisl departments, iniorming them, that in the 
year 1849 they are not to present avy petitions | 
whatever for au increase Of salary or pecuniary | 
assistance of any k:nd, because the country will! 
require extraordinary pecuniary resources lor ihe | 
cousolidation of the whole army. 


IraLy.—It is calculated that the forces which | 
can be put in motion sgainst the Austrians amount | 
to about 60,000 men. Prince Eugene, of Savoy 
Carigniav, is appointed Lieutenant General ol | 
the kingdom during the absence of the King from | 
the capital, Marshal Radetzky has threatened | 
to lay diilan in ashes, should an insurrection be 


ulleu pted there. 





| which bad passed the House by a vete of 115 to 


He is sai to have at his dise rance Company, on the ground that the sirength 


Sist by force of arms, nor is he disposed to incur 
the pecumary and political responsibility of com- 
ing to an open rupture with the barbarians; so 
that if they are lu be kept oul, the gentry aud 
people must themselves provide the men and 
means. 
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MaAssacnuserTs.— Duelling.—A bill has passed 
the Massachusetts Legislature, and been approved 
by the Governor, rendering every persuu who 
fighis by previous arrangement liabie to ten years 
up prisoument or $5,000 fine. Every one who at- 
tends such a fight, as aid, second or surgeon, or 
in aby way encourages and promotes it, shail be 
liable lo serve five years ia the Siate Prison or 
three yearsin the County Jail, or tae fined 
$1,000. Any one who leaves the Staf& to fight 
is punishable with O years imprisounmeat or $9,000 
fine. 

Plurality Law.—The bill providing that Presi- 
dental Kvectors and Members oi Congress on a 
second trial may be chosen by a plurulily vole, 


91, has beew rejected by the Senate. 
Mutual Insurance —A committee of the Mas- 
Ssachusells Legislature have reported adversely to 


———— === 
of the system lies in the concentration of the risks 
in a few offices ; their diffusion being the cause of 
weakness and loss in the offices which do bysj. 
ness upon this plan. The Committee say, in jt; 
report: 

‘* There has been incorporated thirty-two of. 
fices, with mutual powers, since the year 1936, 
(with the exception of two which obtained earlier 
grants,) and of this number only twenty survive, 
and some of these, which have been more recent. 
ly estadlished, are known to be in a feeble state, 
and are compelled to assess their members repeat. 
edly to provide for their losses. The old stock 
offices, which, for a time, insured on the mutual 
plan, abandoned that co.rse after a little expe. 
rience, which resulted in a loss generally.” 


Ruope IstaAnp.—T'he election for State offi- 
cers and members of Congress took place on 
Wednesday (2nd inst.) and resulted in the choice 
of Henry B. Anthony (Whig), as Governor, and 
of G.G. King (Whig), as member of Congress 
from the Eastern district. There was no choice 
made of Secretary of State, neither of member 
of Congress for the Western district. ‘The late 
member, B. B. Thurston (Democrat), failed of 
his election by a very small number of votes, 

The returns for Governor and Congress, from 
all the State except the towo of New Shoreham, 
stands as follows:—for the Whig candidate for 
Governor 5043,—for the Democratic candidate 
2963 —for the Free Soil, 546. In the first dis- 
trict; Mr. King (Whig), is elected ; in the second, 
Mr. Thurston (Democrat), lacks 123 of an elec- 
tion. The Legislature stands: In the Senate, 20 
Whigs to 1] Democrats and 1 Free Soiler,—in 
the House 42 Whigs to 23 Demucrats and | 
Free Soiler. There are three vacancies. In case 
of no election the old representatives hold over. 


Connecticut —No choice of Governor. Of 
the candidates for Congress three Democrats and 
one Whig were elected. ‘Tne state of parties in 
the Legislature is somewhat uncertain, It is be- 
lieved, however, that the Whigs will have a smal! 
majority, and that a Whig Governor will be se- 
lected. 

Subsequent accounts give the following as the 
result of the election in the Legislature, viz:— 
Whigs 111, Democrats 97, Free Soil 14. The 
Courant says: ‘** beyond doubt the Whig ticket 
for State affairs will be elected.” 


New Yor«.—WNatural History of the State.—A 
late communication from Governor Fish to the 
Legislature states that $413,000 have already 
been expended on the work, and that additional 
appropriations are still necessary for its comple- 
tion. When fiuished, it will be one of the most 
splendid scientific eollections ever issued from 
the press. 


Legislative-—The bill defining the responsibility 
of stockholders in banking corporations, has passed 
both houses of the Legislature, and become a 
law. 

The Free School bill has also been passed by 
the Legislature. ‘he act must however be suv- 
mitted to the people at the next November elec- 
tion, when if approved by them, it shall take el- 
fect on the firstday of January 1850. ‘lhe gene- 
ral provisions of both these bills will be more 
particularly noted hereafter. 


Ten hour bill.—This bill provides that in the 
abseuce of any previous contract, ten hours shall 
coustitule a day’s labor (not applicable however 
to agricultural or domestic employments); that 
no person under six years of age shall be employ- 
ed in any factory, iurnace, workshop, or manu- 
factory whatever, or if under twelve years of age, 
shali be soemployed more than eight hours in 
any oue day, except by their own consent; and 
thut af any owner, agent or other officer of any 
factory, furnace, Wwoikshop or manulactory, suai! 
employ or assent to the employment of any per- 
son or persons, in Violation of the provisiuns ol 
this section, he or they shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor. The act to take eflect ou the 
first of June next. 


Literature Fund.—The following is the appor- 
tioument of the Literature Fund among the seve- 
ral Academies of the State of New York, made 
by the Regents oi ihe University on tne 23th ull. 
The Albany Academy gels, $912 04; tue Alfred 
Academy receives $9U8 34 ; the Geneva Wesley- 
au Semivary, $872 16; tue Brovkiyn Femaie 
Academy $000 36; the Grammar School of Co- 
lumbia Couege $529 15; the Oneida Contlerence 





aQ application for a charter of a Mutual losu- 


Semimary $6406 14; the Rutgers Female Institute 
$633 16; the Cortiand Academy $534 46; the 
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Deaf and Dumb Institution in New York $584 98 ; 
the Fredonia Academy $531 80; the Grammar 
School of the University of New York $252 61; 
the Astoria Institute $143 59. 

The Regents, on the same day, distributed to 
17 different Schools the sum of $1,374 60 from 
the revenue of the Literature and United States 
Deposit Funds, for the purchase of books and ap- 

aratus, those Academies having raised an equal 
amount for the same purpose from sources inde- 
pendent of their corporate funds. 





Penns¥LVANIA :—Legislative—The bill provi 
ding for the completion of the North . Branch 
Canal which again came up on a motion to re- 
consider was negatived by a decided vote—34 to 
47—on the 29th ult. The merits of the bill have 
been discussed at great length and several votes 
had previously been taken with a similar result. 
The sole objection urged to the measure is the 
crippled state of the finances of the common- 
wealth, and the magnitude of the Siate vebt. Of 
the value of the improvement but one sentiment 

revailed. 

The bill negatived in this instance was that 
calling fora loan from the banks sufficient to 
complete the work, by allowing them to issue 
small notes. 

Elective Judiciary.—The following joint resolu- 
tion was passed on the 2nd inst, by a vote of 52 
to 25,in the House of Representatives, having 
previously passed the Senate, viz :— 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the said Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
General Assembly met, That the Constitution of 
this Commonwealth be amended in the Second 
Section of the Fifth Article, so that it shail read 
as follows: The Judges of the Supreme Court, of 
the several Courts of Common Pleas, and of such 
other courts of record, as are or shall be estab- 
lished by law, shall be elected by the qualified 
electors of the Commonwealth, in the manner 
following to wit: The Judges of the Supreme 
Court by the qualified electors of the Common- 
wealth at large, the President Judges of the se- 
veral Courts of Common Pleas and of such other 
courts of record as are, or shall be, established 
by law, and all other judges required to be learn. | 
ed in the law, by the qualified electors of the re- 
spective districts over which they are to preside 
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several courts of Common Pleas shall at stated | 
times receive for their services an adequate com- 
pensation, to be fixed by law, which shall not be 
diminished during their continuance in office, but 
they shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, 
nor hold any other office of profit under this com- 
monwealth, The Judges of the Supreme Court 
during their continuance in office shall reside 
within this commonwealth, and the other Judges 
during their continuance in office shall reside 
within the district or county for which they were 
respectively elected. 

This measure must be submitted to the next 
Legislature, when, if approved, it will be placed 
before the people for their sanction, at the next 
succeeding state election. If the vote of the 
people should be confirmatory it will then be- 
come a part of the Constitution of the State. 

Slavery in the Territories.— Resolutions adopted 
by the Senate of Pennsylvania on the 26th of 
February, by a vote of 23 to 9, viz: 

‘“‘Whereas, By recent treaty stipulations be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, two Pro- 
vinces, formerly belonging toand within the juris- 
diction of the latter Government, were ceded to 
and acquired by the United States; and 

Whereas, By the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, the power and duty of providing 
territorial governments for the newly acquired 
aa devolves upon the American Congress ; 
an 

Whereas, This new acquisition and new res- 
ponsibility has engendered sectional! strifes be- 
tween the friends of freedom and free Jabor upon 
one side, and the advocates of slavery extension 
upon the other; 
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promisory note or writing obligatory, and six per 
cent. interest thereon. 











AvasamMa.—Hard Currency —Among the pro- 
ceedings of a democratic meeting held at Jack- 
sonville in Benton County in this State on the 
19th of February last, convened for the purpose 
of choosing delegates to a State convention to 
nominate acandidate for Governor, are found 
the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were adopted by the meeting, viz: 

In view of the existing State of our currency, 
we deem it of the first importance, that the De- 
mocracy of the State, when assembled in Con- 
vention, should recommend to the next Iegista- 
ture the adoption of some financial policy which 
wi!l render to the country.a safe and sound circu- 
lating medium. The experience of the last seve- 
ral yearss show that the Whig party have been 
active and energetic in their accusations against 
the Democracy—charging to them all the disas- 
ters which misrule could contribute to the pros- 
tration of the State Banking system, and the cone 


_ sequent want and disadvantages under which Al- 


abama is now laboring for a circulating medium 
of its own. 

Notwithstanding their charges are groundless, 
and known lo be so, yet there ara those to reasseit 
them, and influence, if possible, public opinion to 
iheir sanction. ‘lo the end, therefore, that the 
people of Alabama may know the position which 
the Democratic party of Benton occupy upon this 
subject— 

Resolved, 1st. That this meeting recommend to 
the consiveration of said Convention, the proprie- 
ty of the members setting forth their views at 
large upon the subjects of our currency and inter- 





Therefore, Resolved, §c., That we, the repre- 
sentatives of the people of Pennsylvania, being 
firm in our adherence to tie Federai Constitution 
—ils concessions and compromises—and yielding 
cheerful obedience to the legally constituted au- 
thorities of the Jand, do herely enter our solemn 


slavery. 


Resolved, That the period of compromises 
with, and concessions to, the demands of slavery 


policy, ani the dictates of patriotism and philan- 





or act as judges, and the Associate Judges of the 
Courts of Common Pleas by the qualified electors | 
of the counties respectively. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court shall hold | 
their offices for the term of filleen years, if they | 
shall so long behave themselves well, (subject to) 
the allotment hereinafter provided for, subsequent | 
to the firstelection.) ‘The President Judges of | 
the several Courts of Common Pleas and of such | 
other courts of record as are or shall be establish- 
ed by law, and all other judges required to be 
learned in the law, shall hold their offices for the 
term of ten years, if they shall so long behave 
themselves well. Whe Associate Judges of the 
Courts of Common Pleas, shall hold their offices 
for the term of five years, if they shall so long be- 
have themselves well, all of whom shall be com- 
wissioned by the Govervor; but for any reasona- 
ble cause which shali not be sufficient grounds of 
impeachment, the Governor shall remove any of | 
them on the address of two-thirds of each branch | 
ol the Legislature. | 

The first election shall take place at the 
general election ol this commonweaith, next after 
tle adoption of this amendment, and the com- 
missions of all the Judges who may be then in 
otlice shail expire on the first Monday of Deceim- 
ber following, when the terms of the new Judges | 
shallcommence. The persons who shall then be | 
elected Judges of the Supreme Court shall hold | 
their offices as follows: one of them for three | 
years, one for six years, one fer nine years, one | 
lor twelve years aud one for fifteen years, the | 
lerm of each to be decided by lot by the said 

udges as soon aller the election as convenient, | 
and the result certified by them to the Governor | 
that the commissions muy be issued in accord: | 
ance thereto. ‘The Judge whose commission will | 
first expire shall be Cmief Justice during his) 
term, and thereafter each Judge whose commis: | 
‘on shall first expire shall in turn be the Chief 

ustice, and if two ur more Comunissions shall ex- 
pire on the same day the Judges holding (hem | 
shall devide by lot which shall be the Cmef | 














throphy alike forbid any farther enlargement of 
the area of human bondage. 

Resolved, ‘That our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress be, ard are hereby requested 
to vole at all times and under all circumstances, 
in favor of extending the principles of the ordi- 
nance of 1787 to the newly acquuved Territories.” 


Ount10o.— Convention to amend the Constitulion.— 





protest against the further extension of human | 


| 
has passed, and the cherished principles of free- | 
dom, the spirit of the age, and of an enlightened | 


! 
| 


j 








The bill to authorize the holding of a convention 


to form anew Constitution for the State, was | jowa, and will hereafter form a part of that State. 


passed on the 22nd ult. ‘he advantages, says an 


Ohio Journal, expected to be secured by the| 


/change, are, a total reform of the Judiciary sys- | 


tem and the practice of the Courts. 

The election of all officers by the people. 

No increase of the State devi, except by a vote 
of the people themselves. 

A liberal system of common schools and of 


No Jegislation but what the people can reform 
or anoul, when found injurious. 


|nal improvement; and to recommend to the next 


Legislature the passage of some law establishing 
such banking institutions as will aflord a sound 
circulating medium to meet the wants of the 
people. 

Resolved, 2d. That we regard it as visionary to 
insist upob a metallic currency in the State of 
Alabama, so long as the surrounding States re- 
cognize bank bills as a circulating medium for 
specie. 


Missourt.-—Boundary Question. —The recent 
decision of the Supreme Court in favor of lowa, 
in the disputed question of boundary between the 
two States, is tus alluded to by the St. Louis 
Republican. 


‘* This decision is final—it being the result of 
an agreed cause belween the parties, and settles 
the question of boundary. The county of Scnuy- 
ler, aud perhaps other territory, over which Mis- 
sourt has always claimed and exercised juristic- 
tion, is, by this decision, determined to belong to 


This result is unexpected, and may be productive 


| education. | 


of some inconvenience. The population of the 
county, last fall, was about three thousand five 


| hundred, most of whom, we imagine, wil dislike be- 
ing thrown into a free State, ihough it happens, for- 


tunately, that they own only a lew slaves. The 
(otal number, at the last census, was ouly twenty- 
four.” 

Slavery Question.—A large Democratic meeting 
was held at St. Louis, on the 17th ult., upon a 
call made through the public prints, to take into 


ILtino1s.—The following act to amend the in- | CSideration the resolutions lately adopted by 


terest laws of this State, was passed by the late | 

Legislature, and approved January 30, 1349: | 
lt provides that, from and alter the passage of 

this act, money may be loaned, at such rate of 


interest not exceeding ten per cent. per annum | mid much contusion. 


} 
on each hundred doliars as the partics may agree 


the Legislature upon the subject of slavery in the 
territories, at which Mr. John Smith was ap- 
po.nted Chairman, and Messrs. Meyer auu Ship- 
ley Secretaries. ‘The meeting was organized 
A committee was then 
appointed, upon a motion made and carried, to 


upon, anything in the laws oi this state to the | Prepare resolutions expressive of the sense of the 


contrary notwithstanding; and further, that, in| 


wneeling, consisting of Messrs. Alexander Kay- 


the trial of any action brought upon a promissory | $€*, De. M. Martin, O. D. Filley, N. Terman, 


note or writing obligatory 10 any of the courts ol 
this Staite, wherein Is reserved a higher rate of | 
interest than six per ceut. per anuum, it shall be | 
lawful for the detendant to set up and plead, as a 


|G. Schanthaler, W. Fischer, U. 


Mueggs, W. 
Barton, a d John Kern. While the Committee 
were absent, the Coairman addressed the meet- 
ing, in the course of which he urged upon the 


defence in any such suit, that the consideration, Vemvcracy to give lo the report of the Commu 


j 


of said note or writing obligatory upon which | te @ fair cousideration, and if the resolutions 


said suit is brought, was not * money loaned,’ | 
upon which issue it shall be lawful for the credi- 
tor being alive, to become a witness and his testi- | 
mony shall be received as evidence, and the cre- 


were not in accurdance with the scose of the mas 
jority, to vote them down. 

Aiter a short time, the Committee returned and 
presented a preamble and resolutions, which were 


ditor, if he shall cffer his testimony, shall be | @dopted, au,ong which are the following : 


received as a witness, together with any other 


Resolved, [hat in the opinionof this meeting the 


Justice, Any vacancies happening by death, re-| legal evidence that may be introduced by either | Territories of tre United States occupy a posi- 


“ignation or otherwise, in auy of tue said courts, 
‘hall be filled by appointment by the Sounrees, 1 
‘0 Continue till the first Monday of December 


party; and if upon the trial of the said issue it) 


tion different from that of the Sovereign States: 


shali be found that the said note or writing obli-| that the right of legislation existing in ihe people 
gatory, upon which such suit is brought, was not) of those territories is subordinate to the power of 
“Ucceeding the next general election. ‘he Judges' given for money loaned, then the said court shall | Congress over the subjects of such: iegislation ; 


°l the Supreme Court and the Presidents of the render judgment for (ne princ.pal sum in the that to Congress belongs the power of organizing 
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the legislative bodies of the Territories of the 
United States, and of affirming or disaffirming 
any of their acts, and that Congress, in the exer- 
cise of ils constitutional powers, may do for Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico what tne Jeffersons, the 
Middletons, the Randolphs, the Pinckneys, the 
Masons, and the Rutledzes, the Southern states- 
men of a former generation, did for the North- 
western Territory. : 
° * * * * * 


Resolved, That we heartily approve of the 
course of the majority of our delegation in Con- 
gress, in refusing to unite with the Washington 
Convention of Southern men; we regard all such 
sectional organizations, like their prototype, the 
Hartford Convention, as treasonable and revolu- 
tionary in their nature, by attempting to control 
the action of the Government otherwise than ac- 
cording to the constitution and the laws; and to 
those who worthily rebuke such designs, we are 
ready to exclaim, ** Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 

Resolved, That we regard with increased pride 
and confidence our great leader, Thomas H. 
Benton, whose prophecies, made more than 
quarter of acentury since, are now in process of 
fulfilment, and that we believe that in every 
emergency of our affairs, his course will be 
marked by the most masterly and far-seeing 
Stalemanship which has hitherto characterised 
his political career. 


After the reception of the report of the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Hoyt presented a series of resolu- 
tions, approving the resolutions of the Legisia- 
ture on this subject, and “* deprecaling the agila- 
tions allempled throughout the Northern States 
on the subject of Southern interests, as (ending to 
alienate oue portion of our beloved Union from 
the other,”—the reading of which was lollowed 
by a scene of uproar and contusion that was in- 
describable. Order being at Jength restored, Mr. 
Thomas Harvey made a moderate but fervent 
speech in opposition to the resolutions of the 
Committee, and Mr. F. M. Haight in favor. 
Alter some remarks by Captain Hudson, Mr. J. 
C. Meyer was culled to the stand, who in the 
course of his remarks, declared that he was 
warm in the cause of democracy—that he was 
not here for the purpose of creating a schism, 
and that he was no friend to Slavecy. The con- 
sideration of this question had been evaded by 
the Baltimore Convention, but the time had now 
arrived for action. 

The resolutions of Mr. Hoyt were Jaid upon 
the table by “a large majority,” the Chairman 
said; and the question then veing on the adoption 
of the Report of the Committee—the preamble 
first being amended by striking out the words 
** Northern aud Southern fanatics,” and inserting 
“brethren of the North and South,”’—it was 
decided as adopting the report. 








Chronicle, 
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CincinnaTI anp St. Louis Raitroap.—The 
City of Cwemnati decided by a large majority 
on the 30th ull., that it should subscribe one 
million of dollars towards the completion of the 
Cincinnati and St. Louis Railroad. Ibis sub- 
scription is to be applied to building the road 
jrom Cincinnati west, setting aside a sufficient 
poruon of it for the purchase ol cars, locoimo- 
tives, &c., rendering WU certain thal a portion ol 
the road at least wall be constructed. 

Ata meeting held io St. Louis on the 29th 
ult., which was largely atlenued, a resviuiiou 
was offered and unanimously passed, authorising 
the Cily authorities to subscrive ball a million 
ol dollars towards the Cousiruction of this read. 


Suspension Bripces.—It is proposed to bridge 
the Oni river, veiween Cincinnada and Coving- 
ton. Mr. Charlies Kilett, Je, the distinguished 
engineer, has wrillen a letter declaring its prac- 
ticability, aud the lower House of the Ouio Legis- 
lature has passed a bill tucurporating a Company 
to build lhe Bridge. 

Mr. Eilett says, that itis entirely practicable to 
span the whole breadth of the river with a single 
arch, Which will not impair the bavigalion in (ue 
least, al a cost ol $3UU,UUU. 

‘The gigantic arch as to be 120 feet above the 
ceutre ul the fiver, allow waler—t(he lowers lor 
the suspension of (he wire cavles 230 leet high— 
twenty cables four inches in diameter, Capavie ol 
suspending a weight of 7,0UU lous. 

‘p his is truly a grand and gigantic project. 
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The bridge at Wheeling is to be 92 feet above 
low water mark—the bridge contemp!ated across 
the Mississippi at St. Louis is to have an eleva- 


tion of 45 feet above the highest freshets—but the | 


bridze is proposed at {20 feet above the lower 
water mark, or 50 feet above the great flvod of 
1832. 

We believe the project practicable, and that 
the enterprise “ will pay.”— Cincinnati Gazette. 


Lerpsic, Saxony, Fes. 11.—For the first time 
a marriage between a Jew anda Christian has 
been celebrated at Leipsic. The parties were 
Doctor Geitzner, a Roman Catholic of Vienna, 
and Mademoiselle Pauline Marx, an Israelite of 
Leipsic. The nuptial benediction was _pro- 
nounced by the curate of St. Maria and after- 
wards by the rabbi, M. Furtz, a celebrated orien- 
talist, is attached as professor to the Royal Uni- 
versity of the city of Leipsic. 


American Money at Panama.—A correspon- 
dent of the Picayune, writing from Panama, on the 
3d of February, says :— 


In case any of your friends are coming this 
way, tell them to bring five france pieces instead 
of American dollars, as the former pieces sell 
here for 25 per cent. more than the latter, while 
with you they cost about 6 per cent. less. A 
good deal of American gold and silver could be 
picked up here at prices to admit of a handsome 
profit. ‘The dollar currency of New Granada is 
the Macuquino dollar, of eight rials. American 
dollars, haives and quarters, pass the same as 
currency dollars, while 10 and 5 cent pieces 
pass for 125 und 6} cents—so that with eight 
10 cent pieces one can pick up as many Ameri- 
can dollars as you want. Oa American gold 
there is the same loss. 


In the British House of Commons, Lord John 
Russel has carried his measure to remove the 
Jewish disabilities, so that a Jew can hold a seat 
in Parliament. The measure passed the House 
of Commons by a vote of 214to 111, amid loud 
cheers. Should the bill* pass the Lords, Baron 
Rothschild wiil take his seat as a member from 
London, 


The Foreign Journals announce the death of 
an Americau printer lately at Paris, by name of 
Moreton, leaving the sum of £40,000 as a_ be- 
quest to any person who shall succeed io the con- 
struction of a machine capable of striking off ten 
thousand copies of a uvewspaper within the hour. 


TRAVELLING IN THE AIR.—The following is ta- 
ken from the London Gentleman’s Magazine, Vol. 79 
[icy] :—** M. Degan, a watchmaker in Vienna, 
has invented a machive by which a person can 
rise into the air. He has since made several put- 
lic experiments, and rose tu the height of 54 feet, 
flying in various directions with the celerity of a 
bird. A subicription has been opened at Vienna, 
to enable him to prosecute his discoveries. The 
machine is furmed of two parachutes oi taffeta, 
which may be tulded up or extended at pleasure, 
and the person who moves them is placed in the 
centre. 

The “air line steamer” for California, Frofes- 
sor Mapes, is of opinion, cannot succeed. The 
reason Consists in the nature of hydrogen gas, a 
fluid so subtle, that no substanee, except a vilii- 
ficd surtace, has yet been found, capabie of con- 
fining it. ‘This escape goes on rapidiy even when 
tue balloon is lusting with the wind, and must 
be greally increased by the pressure arising from 
the motion of the balloon ina direction to the 
wind, 

Formidable as this difficulty appears we have 
not a doubt but thal the mgenuily of our country- 
men is fully equal to the emergency. 


NortH Carotina Gotp Piacen—At tie 
Mountain Creek wine, ia Catawda county, be- 
longing to Messrs. Cansier and Shulord, theee 
bauds coilecled, in two days aud a hail, with the 
simple operalious of pam and hand rocker, 2,208 
dwis. Of gold irom the vein, aud from the sands 
veluw, by the use of the mull, 159 dwis. more. 
Pine auount collected during the week, indepen- 
dentol the products ol the rocker was 2267 dwis. 
At ope panuing, Me. Shuford gut 215 dats. sume 
vi it io paclicies Ol Consideravie size. 

Since the above, which is substantially correct, 
was reported, Mr. Causier called at vur olfice, 
aud iuluormed us tial, ab a subsequent period, 
which was on 2ULN Inst. One Dusbel vi ure yieided 
1980 dwts. of pure golu! ‘This, tor the truth ol 
which we vouch, thcuws Calilurnia altogether in 
the shade. 








From GoatEmaLa.—Mr. Hise, our Charge q, 
Affairs to&Central America had been unable 1, 
the 14th of Februfry, to present himself to the 
President, there being no regalar bead or ay. 
thorised and permanent government there. 
Rafael Carrera, who had ruled the Governmen; 
for ten years by military force, without a Written 
constitution, was coinpelled to résign and leay, 
the country in August last. A Provisional Goy. 
ernment was therefore convoked, which elected 
Juan A. Martinez, Provisional President, which 
was resisted by Vicente Cruz, the Vice Presiden 
of Carrera, who, with other disaffected persons 
took up arms against the Provisional Govern. 
ment. The resignation of Martinez followed, 
and the Assembly thereupon elected Sr. D. 
Bernard Escobar, President, which was dissatis. 
factory to Cruz and his followers; upon which 
Escobar also resigned. Some fights occurred; 
and since a peace has been affected, and the 
parties have fraternized. 


Fire at ‘Toronro.—A destructive fire oc. 
eurred at Toronto on Saturday last, which de. 
stroyed property to the amount of $600,000, Iay- 
ing in ashes a large portion of the eity. Ths 
magnificent Cathedral of St. James erected 
few years since on the spot where the former 
Cathedral stood, also destroyed by fire ten years 
ago, is included in the conflagration. 


Mepicat Cottece.—The degree of Doctor of 
Medicine was conterred upon 435 students in at- 
lendance upon the lectures of the four medics! 
instutions of this city, last winter, viz :—Uviver- 
sity 190; Jefferson College 183; Pennsylvania 
College 36; Philadelphia College 21. Tue Me- 
dical College of the State of South Carolina re- 
cently conlerred the degree of Doctor of Med. 
cine on 45 students, and the Medical Department 
of the University ef New York the same houor 
on 147 gentlemen, students of that institution, 


Cuocera at New Orveans.—Private advices 
State that the Cholera prevails to au alarming ex- 
lent again in that city. For the week ending 
29ih ult., the interments were 421, of which 238 
were oi Cuolera. Noclass fiuds immunity wow 
from it, 


iv The National Intelligencer of the 30:h 
coutains a lelier irom the Hun, W. H. Seward, 
U.S. Senator of New York, contradicting tle 
current rumor that President Taylor urged upou 
Congress the necessity of passing the general ap- 
priation bill with the Walker amendment. 


Sr. Louis, April 3.—The Democratic Genera! 
Ticket succeeded by about 150 majority al the 
city election yesterday, except the marshal. The 
vole on the question whether the city shail sub- 
scribe to the loan of balf a million dollars bo the 
Cincinnati and St. Louis Railrvad, as recom 
mended by a large meeting held recently, was 
casi 10 favor of the Joan by 25UU majorily. 


30 $° Major General Worth, Major Deas, Ma 
jor Femberion, and Captain Wood of the United 
States Army, arrived at New Ocieans ou li 
27ih ult., trom Galveston. 
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